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Sermons for the Month of April 


SKETCHES FOR SERMONS TO CHILDREN 
BY THE REV. FERREOL GIRARDEY, C.SS.R. 
SECOND SuNDAY AFTER EASTER 
THE PERFECT SACRIFICE 


You learned last Sunday that sacrifice is the highest act of Divine 
worship, that it may be offered to God alone, that it is a visible 
offering to God, which is consumed or destroyed to acknowledge 
God’s supreme dominion over all things and man’s total dependence 
upon Him; that it is offered by a priest on an altar dedicated for 
the purpose; and that the sacrifices of the Old Law had no value 
or virtue of their own, but only as figures of the Perfect Sacrifice 
of Jesus Christ, the “Lamb of God,” on the Cross, offering His 
life to His heavenly Father to redeem mankind from sin and hell. 

1. The sacrifice of our Divine Saviour on the Cross is the most 
perfect of all sacrifices, because the victim offered to God was 
Jesus Christ, our Divine Saviour, the very Son of God Himself. 
All other sacrifices that have been or might be offered are of in- 
significant value in comparison with a single drop of blood shed 
by Jesus on the Cross. 

2. It is the most perfect sacrifice, because the Priest who offered 
it was Jesus Christ, the Son of God. The least thing such a Priest 
would offer in sacrifice would be of infinite value on account of 
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His infinite dignity as Son of God. How perfect, then, is the sac- 
rifice in which He offered Himself! 

3. Our Divine Saviour offered this sacrifice of Himself on the 
Cross, the holiest of altars, because it was sanctified and conse- 
crated by the Blood of the Son of God. He sacrificed Himself 
thereon of His own free will to His heavenly Father, in order to 
atone for our sins and obtain salvation for us. The tree of the 
Cross was a tree of death for Jesus Christ, but it was a tree of 
life everlasting for us. 

4. The sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the Cross is still offered in 
every holy Mass. It is nearly 2,000 years since Jesus Christ sac- 
rificed Himself on the Cross for us. His sacrifice abolished the 
Old Law with its sacrifices and ceremonies, which were only fig- 
ures of the New Law, inaugurated by our Divine Saviour. But 
the sacrifice of Jesus on the Cross was offered only once, only 
in one place. Were then all sacrifices to cease? No; for sac- 
rifice being the highest form of Divine worship, and the New 
Law, that is the Christian religion, being now the only true, 
Divine and perfect religion, should have the means of wor- 
shipping God most perfectly, and therefore, should have it in its 
power to offer to God the most perfect of sacrifices. But there 
can be no sacrifice more perfect than that of Jesus Christ on the 
Cross. * It was for this reason that God, in His infinite wisdom 
and by His almighty power, instituted in His Church a sacrifice 
which should be identical with the sacrifice of our Divine Saviour 
on the Cross, and, at the same time, be capable of being daily of- 
fered as long as the Church should last, that is, unto the consum- 
mation of the world. This sacrifice is the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass. 

In fact, in the Mass there is offered to God the same Body and 
the same Blood that Jesus Christ offered on the Cross for the sal- 
vation of mankind. It is, therefore, the very same sacrifice; it is 
the commemoration and renewal, the application and perpetuation 
of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the Cross. Therefore, when- 
ever we hear Mass, we enjoy the same privilege and happiness as 
the Blessed Virgin and St. John, who attended our Saviour’s 
death on the Cross. It is also the same sacrifice, for the priest who 
says Mass is only Christ’s representative; he merely impersonates 
Christ, who is the real Offerer of the Mass. Moreover, the altar 
whereon the sacrifice of the Mass is offered represents the Cross 
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on which Jesus died, and is consecrated for the very purpose of 
offering thereon the sacrifice of the Mass. The general object for 
which Mass is said, is the salvation of mankind. The Victim, the 
Priest, the Altar, the object of the Mass are identical with those 
of the Sacrifice of our Saviour on the Cross; therefore, they are 
one and the same sacrifice. 

How greatly should we appreciate the sacrifice of the Mass! 
How eagerly should we assist at it as often as we can and as 
devoutly and reverently as possible! St. Isidore was a poor man 
who worked for a rich farmer. St. Isidore loved dearly to hear 
Mass every day. His employer and fellow-servants found fault 
with him for hearing Mass every day, and charged him with neg- 
lecting his work in order to do so. One day the farmer, with the 
intention of rebuking him, went out into the field which the saint 
had been ordered to plough. But Isidore was not there, for he 
was then hearing Mass in the neighboring church. But instead of 
Isidore the farmer beheld an angel ploughing in the place of Isidore. 
This was a proof that Isidore did not neglect his work by hearing 
Mass. His employer nevermore found fault with him for doing 
so, but thanked God for giving him a workman who brought heaven’s 
blessing on his farm. 





Tuirp SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 
Tue SACRIFICE OF THE Mass 


To-day I will continue to explain to you that the Holy Sacrifice 
of the Mass is essentially identical with the sacrifice of our Divine 
Saviour on the Cross, although differing from it in the manner of 
offering. (Illustrate by a gold certificate of twenty dollars and 
a twenty-dollar gold coin. The Sacrifice of the Mass is like the 
gold certificate, and the sacrifice on the Cross like the gold coin.) 

In the Mass Jesus Christ offers Himself for us to His heavenly 
Father in an unbloody manner; on the Cross He actually shed 
His blood and died for us. In the Sacrifice of the Mass the shed- 
ding of His blood and His death do not actually occur, but are 
only represented. It was at the Last Supper that our Divine Saviour 
instituted the Sacrifice of the Mass and celebrated the first Mass, 
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for He then offered His body and blood in sacrifice for our salva- 
tion. When changing bread into His body, He said: “This is My 
body which shall be delivered for you,” that is, offered or sacri- 
ficed for you. When changing the wine into His blood, He said: 
“This is the chalice of My blood, of the New Testament, which 
shall be shed for you and for many unto the remission of sins.” 
By these words Jesus clearly showed that His body and blood were 
there present as a sacrifice. Just as the Old Testament was dedi- 
cated by the shedding and sprinkling of blood, so the New Testa- 
ment was dedicated by the shedding of our Saviour’s blood and 
by its being partaken of by the Apostles, who then constituted the 
Church. At the Last Supper Jesus Christ offered the Holy Sacrifice 
by separately consecrating the bread into His body and the wine 
into His blood. The very words He used in consecrating them de- 
note a sacrifice. 

After doing this He said to His Apostles: “Do this for a com- 
memoration of Me.” That they might be able to do what He Him- 
self had done, He ordained them priests, endowing them thereby 
with the power of offering, as He had done, the Holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass. All the Apostles celebrated Mass and, doing as Christ 
had done, they also ordained others as priests with the same powers 
as they themselves had received from Christ. There is kept in 
Rome the wooden altar on which St. Peter used to celebrate Mass 
in that city. In the catacombs where the Christians buried their 
dead and hid themselves in times of persecution, there are altars, 
on which the Popes and priests were wont to say Mass. 

In the Mass Jesus Christ not only is the victim offered to the 
heavenly Father, but He is also the real Priest and Offerer of the 
Sacrifice of the Mass; and He is visibly represented by the priest. In 
consecrating the priest does not say: “This is the body of Christ; 
This is the blood of Christ,” but, because he impersonates Christ, he 
uses the very words of Christ: “This is My body; This is My 
blood.” 

David had already prophesied that the Redeemer would be a 
priest, like Melchisedech, offering an unbloody sacrifice. “The 
Lord hath sworn. . . . Thou art a priest forever according to the 
order of Melchisedech” (Ps. 109). Melchisedech, a king and priest, 
offered to the Most High bread and wine, a figure of the Holy 
Eucharist, the reality, which must infinitely surpass the figure. 
Therefore, Jesus Christ, as a priest forever, offers forever, that 
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is, until the end of the world, His body and blood in the Mass under 
the appearance of bread and wine. Aaron, the highpriest of the 
Israelites, offered mostly bloody sacrifices of animals. Jesus Christ 
is also a priest according to the order of Aaron, because He of- 
fered Himself in sacrifice in a bloody manner on the Cross; but 
this He did only once, and never was He offered again in this 
manner. 

The prophet Malachy, four centuries before Christ, foretold in 
the name of God the end of the Jewish bloody sacrifices and their 
replacement by the unbloody Sacrifice of the Mass all over the 
world, in these words: “From the rising of the sun, even to the 
going down, My name is great among the gentiles; and in every 
place there is sacrifice, and there is offered to My name a clean 
oblation” (Mal. i, 11). Thus God foretold by Malachy that the 
Sacrifice of the Mass, a clean, unbloody sacrifice would be offered 
everywhere on earth throughout the whole day, for at every hour 
of the twenty-four hours of each day, it is morning somewhere in 
the world, and Mass is being offered there. (This can easily be 
explained for those who have studied geography: the circumference 
of the earth = 360 degrees; the earth turns on its axis from west 
to east in 24 hours, or 15 degrees every hour.) 

(Conclusion from the above. Those who assist devoutly at the 
Sacrifice of the Mass, can gain the same merit as if they had de- 
voutly been present, with the Blessed Virgin and St. John, at the 
death of our Divine Saviour on the Cross.) 





FourtH SunpDAY AFTER EASTER 


THE PrincipAL Parts oF THE Mass. Wuo ARE BENEFITED BY 
THE Mass? 


You learned last Sunday that the Sacrifice of the Mass is essen- 
tially identical with that of our Divine Saviour on the Cross, but 
the manner of offering is different. On the Cross Christ offered 
Himself by shedding His blood and by dying; in the Mass He 
offers Himself, through the priest saying in Mass, in an unbloody 
manner. 

The principal parts of the Mass are the Offertory, the Conse- 
cration and the Communion. 
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At the Offertory the priest, after uncovering the chalice, offers 
to God the bread, or host; and after pouring wine with a few drops 
of water into the chalice, he offers it also to God. Anciently, be- 
fore this offering, the faithful used to gather around the altar to 
offer, each one according to his means, various gifts for the sup- 
port of the church, the clergy and the poor. Now the ushers take 
up the collection during the Offertory on Sundays. 

The Consecration is the chief and most important part of the 
Mass, for it is then that the priest changes the bread and wine into 
the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ, and Jesus, through the priest, 
offers Himself for us to the heavenly Father. 

At the Communion the priest receives the Saviour’s Body and 
Blood as the food of his soul, and administers Holy Communion 
to the faithful. After the Communion the Body and Blood of our 
Lord are no longer on the altar, and the sacrifice is ended. (It 
would be well to describe when each of these three parts begins.) 

Through the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass venial sin and the tem- 
poral punishment due to sin are remitted, and an increase of sanc- 
tifying grace is imparted together with actual grace and super- 
natural merit, as well as Divine assistance in sufferings for the 
living and relief for the souls in purgatory. The Mass imparts 
special benefits, first to the celebrant, because he is nearest the 
Source of grace, and our Divine Saviour, when instituting the 
Holy Eucharist, said that He shed His blood especially for priests: 
“for you.” Secondly, all who devoutly assist at Mass offer it in 
union with the priest, and all for whom the priest prays especially. 
The altar-boys, if devout, derive a special benefit, for they visibly 
represent the invisible angels ministering to our Lord. Hence they 
should behave like angels. Thirdly, all for whom the Mass is said. 
He who wishes to have a Mass said, gives an offering to the priest 
for his support, and not to pay for the Mass, for the Mass, being 
of infinite value, is above all price. Moreover, he who wishes to 
buy or sell for money something holy, commits a fearful sin (See 
Acts viii, 18-20). Besides these special benefits of the Mass there 
is also a general benefit from every Mass for all the faithful both 
living and dead, for the Church militant and the Church suffering. 

Some prayers are more powerful with God than others; for in- 
stance, the Rosary, the Way of the Cross. But there is no prayer 
so powerful as the prayers of the Mass, because these prayers are 
offered to God directly through Jesus Christ praying and offering 
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Himself for us. He prays with us and for us, for instance, when, 
after the Consecration, we recite with the priest the Our Father, 
the best of prayers. 

The priest may say Mass, first, for all the faithful living, that is, 
for all Catholics; for the good, that they may persevere; for the 
wicked, that they may be converted; for the conversion of unbe- 
lievers, of heretics, and even of the excommunicated; for obtain- 
ing spiritual benefits and for all lawful temporal favors. Secondly, 
for all the deceased faithful, that is, for all who died as Catholics, 
but not for little children, whether baptized or unbaptized, nor for 
apostates, the excommunicated, or non-Catholics. If the deceased 
for whom Mass is said is already in heaven, or if he is in hell, 
although the Mass cannot in either case benefit him, the fruit of the 
Mass is not lost, for God will apply it to some suffering soul in 
purgatory. The priest may not say Mass for the saints in heaven, 
but in their honor, to thank God for all the gifts and graces He 
bestowed on them, and for all the graces we may have received 
through their intercession. 

(As an encouragement to assist daily at the Holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass, mention may be made of the great number in large cities 
who, to have the benefit of the Holy Sacrifice, rise early throughout 
the year to assist at early—5.30 or 6 o’clock—Mass in all seasons, 
in all kinds of weather, before going to their work.) 





FirrH SunpAy AFTER EASTER 


THE ENps ror WHICH THE SACRIFICE OF THE MASS IS OFFERED. 
THE CEREMONIES OF THE Mass 


Last Sunday the principal parts of the Mass were explained to 
you, and also mention was made of those who are specially bene- 
fited by the Mass, and of those for whom Mass may be offered. 
To-day you will learn that the Mass is a sacrifice of praise, of 
thanksgiving, of propitiation, and petition. 

Good children at certain times offer some little present to their 
parents; for instance, on their birthday to honor them; at other 
times to manifest their gratitude for the benefits received from 
them; or to express their sorrow at having displeased or grieved 
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them, or again to obtain some special favor from them. For sim- 
ilar reasons is the Holy Sacrifice offered to God. 

1. In the first place, the Sacrifice of the Mass is a sacrifice of 
praise and honor to God. On account of His infinite perfections 
God deserves infinite praise and honor. All men, all the saints and 
angels in heaven cannot honor and praise Him as much as He de- 
serves. The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is alone capable of giving 
adequate honor and glory to God, because in it Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God, equally infinitely perfect as the Father, honors and 
glorifies God infinitely for us by offering to Him in sacrifice His 
own body and blood. Wherefore the Sacrifice of the Mass is of 
infinite value. 

2. Secondly, the Sacrifice of the Mass is a sacrifice of thanks- 
giving. God, on account of His countless benefits towards us in 
both the natural and the supernatural order, deserves infinite 
thanks. Were all mankind and all the saints and angels in 
heaven to thank Him for all eternity, they could not sufficiently 
thank Him. But in the Sacrifice of the Mass Jesus gives His 
heavenly Father infinite thanks for us by offering Him His body 
and blood. 

3. Thirdly, the Mass is a sacrifice of propitiation or atonement 
for sin. Were all men and angels to suffer the pains of hell for 
all eternity, they could not thereby do enough penance for one 
mortal sin or obtain its forgiveness. But in the Sacrifice of the 
Mass our Divine Saviour, by offering to God His body and His 
blood for the sins of mankind, atones and obtains pardon for all 
of them, and could still do so, if their sins were a hundred million 
times more numerous and more grievous. But as we shall see 
on some future Sunday, this pardon is not applied to us, unless we 
fulfil the requisite conditions. 

4. Finally, the Sacrifice of the Mass is also a sacrifice of peti- 
tion. Of ourselves we are so poor, so helpless, that we cannot do 
anything for our salvation, and are utterly undeserving of God’s 
assistance. But in the Sacrifice of the Mass Jesus Christ, by offering 
His body and blood for us, obtains for us and for all mankind 
every grace, every help needed for salvation; and, were it re- 
quired, He could obtain millions of times more, for His sacrifice 
is infinite in value and its power can never be exhausted. There- 
fore, children, when you need anything for your salvation, or even 
some temporal good not hurtful to it, assist devoutly at Mass and 
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pray then for it through the merits of Jesus Christ, uniting your 
prayers with His, and He will obtain it for you. 

The Ceremonies of the Mass. In order to celebrate Mass be- 
comingly, the priest has to perform many ceremonies, consisting 
of signs of the Cross, bows, genuflexions, moving from one place 
to another, etc. All these ceremonies are of ancient origin, full 
of meaning and greatly conduce to saying Mass properly and to 
devotion in those present. 

The Mass is said in Latin, first, for the sake of uniformity; sec- 
ondly, because Latin, being a dead language, is no longer liable to 
change like all our modern languages. Moreover, it is not neces- 
sary that the people should understand what the priest says, be- 
cause he addresses not them, but God who understands him per- 
fectly. In the time of our Lord, when Hebrew was already a dead 
language not understood by the Jews, Divine service was held in 
Hebrew; and, like the Gospel among us, a part of the Scriptures 
used therein, was explained in the vernacular to the faithful. 

There is nothing more sacred or more pleasing to God, or more 
powerful than the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. Endeavor to hear 
Mass as often as you can, for it will draw abundant blessings. At 
the Offertory offer yourself and your good resolutions to God. At 
the Consecration adore your Saviour present on the altar, and offer 
Him to the heavenly Father for all your needs. At the Com- 
munion, if you do not receive Holy Communion, have a great de- 
sire for it and make a Spiritual Communion. When we assist at 
Mass we ought to follow the priest and pay close attention at least 
to the three principal parts. In fact, we should hear Mass with 
lively faith, as if we were present at the sacrifice of our Divine 
Saviour on the Cross. Make use of the Prayers for Mass in your 
prayer-book, or, if you have none, say at least the beads during 
the Mass. 








SHORT SERMONS ON THE CATECHISM 


THE MEANS OF GRACE 


BY THE REV. P. HEHEL, S.J. 


XXIII. Tue SAcRAMENT OF PENANCE 


The words “penance” and “repentance” have various meanings. 
We say sometimes that a man repents of what he has done, when 
he simply regrets having followed some line of action. Such regret 
is of no avail for his salvation. Or he may wish with all his heart 
that he had not committed some sin, but the wish proceeds from 
his sorrow at the injury caused to himself, not from any sorrow 
at the wrong done to God. A thief, for instance, may regret hav- 
ing stolen, because it has caused him to be put in prison. This 
kind of repentance is not worthy of the name; it is nothing but 
an emotion due to suffering or fear. 

When we truly repent, we are sorry for our sins because they 
are an offence to God. This true repentance or contrition is an 
absolute condition required for a valid reception of the Sacrament 
of Penance. Without it confession, absolution and satisfaction 
avail nothing. We must detest and hate cur sins, and resolve to 
cure our sinful habits and to avoid occasions of sin. Whoever is 
really contrite does not cling to sin, but turns away from it and 
has recourse to God. He makes up his mind to have done with 
sin, cost what it may, and to avoid sin in the future. Purpose of 
amendment is necessary if we are to obtain pardon from God. Our 
own reason tells us that this must be so, and we know it also from 
Holy Scripture and the teaching of the Church. 

If a man intends to go to any place, he must necessarily quit the 
place where he now is. Contrition is a turning away from sin; 
how then can it exist side by side with it? It is a hatred of sin; 
how then can it tolerate its presence? It is a virtue; how then can 
it dwell together with vice in the soul? 

Whoever means to do penance, must begin by abandoning sin, 
and turning his affections away from evil. 

God has at all times required a change of heart, whenever He 
has forgiven sins. 

Moses promised the people of Israel that God would have mercy 
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upon them if they had true repentance of heart and returned to 
Him (Deut. xxx). 

Isaias exclaims (xlvi, 8) : “Be ashamed; return, ye transgressors, 
to the heart.” 

God, speaking through the prophet Joel (ii, 13), says: “Rend 
your hearts, and not your garments, and turn to the Lord your 
God.” 

“Good,” says St. Augustine, “cannot exist at the same time as 
evil.’ They are incompatible with each other, and contrition and 
sin are no less incompatible; he who is truly contrite must cease to 
sin. 

The Ninivites provoked God’s wrath by their sensuality, and He 
threatened them with destruction, unless they repented. Then they 
began to fast, to wear sackcloth and sprinkle themselves with ashes, 
and thus they obtained grace and pardon. St. John Chrysostom, 
considering this story, points out that the pardon was not given in 
return for the austerities that they inflicted on themselves, but be- 
cause their purpose of true amendment of life made these auster- 
ities valuable in God’s sight. They would have availed nothing, 
had they been practised with no real intention on the part of the 
Ninivites to avoid sin in the future. Real contrition implies the 
beginning of a better life, for, as St. Ambrose says, “the beginning 
of a new life is the end of sin.” Contrition is therefore a condi- 
tion indispensable to the forgiveness of sins, although it is not 
enough for us to be contrite; we must also confess our sins, receive 
absolution from a priest and make satisfaction for them. These 
four things constitute the Sacrament of Penance; all are necessary, 
and none may be omitted. 

In speaking of the Sacraments in general, we say that a Sacra- 
ment is an outward sign of inward grace, indicated by the sign 
and imparted to us by the Sacrament. In the Sacraments of Pen- 
ance, confession and satisfaction on the part of the penitent, and 
absolution on the part of the priest, are signs indicating the unseen 
sanctifying grace and imparting it to the sinner. 

Contrition, confession and satisfaction are the matter of this 
Sacrament, and priestly absolution is its form. The Sacrament con- 
sists of both matter and form, and so is effected partly by the peni- 
tent and partly by the priest. The former shows by his confession 
and contrition that he now turns away from sin, hates and abhors 
it. The latter by the words of absolution shows that God really 
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forgives the sins, because he, acting as God’s representative, has 
power to pardon sins committed after Baptism. 

When our Lord instituted this Sacrament, He conferred this 
power upon His Apostles and their successors, to whom they should 
transmit it, for He said: “Receive ye the Holy Ghost, whose sins 
you shall forgive, they are forgiven them” (John xx, 22, 23). These 
are the words of God, and we must therefore believe that when the 
priest, who has received power to forgive sins, utters the words of 
absolution, they have no less efficacy than our Lord’s own words 
addressed to the man sick of the palsy: “Be of good heart, son, 
thy sins are forgiven thee” (Matt. ix, 1). 

Only the sins committed after Baptism are forgiven in the Sac- 
rament of Penance, for original sin and the personal sins com- 
mitted by anyone who has attained the age of reason before his 
Baptism, are removed by that Sacrament. If a baptized Christian 
has true contrition for his sins, confesses them, receives absolution 
and makes satisfaction for them, he is sure of salvation. He may 
have committed every imaginable sin; all can be forgiven. No 
one therefore should despair, though he may have grown old in 
wickedness. Even a murderer, like Cain, or a traitor, like Judas, 
need not despair; he has only to be truly contrite, to detest his sins, 
and confess them, and forthwith they are pardoned, as were those 
of St. Peter, St. Augustine and St. Mary Magdalene. 

A sinner, who does penance, does not only receive forgiveness 
of his sins, but secures his own salvation, like St. Peter and many 
other sinners who became great saints. Penance obliterates all sin, 
and those who receive this Sacrament worthily, depart free from 
all stain. 


XXIV. Tue EFFECTS OF THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 


By committing grievous sin we lose (1) God, (2) sanctifying 
grace, (3) all merit, (4) peace of conscience. All can be restored 
by the Sacrament of Penance. 

1. It restores God. As long as a soul is not stained with sin, 
it is most precious in God’s sight. He loved it so much as to give 
His Only-begotten Son to death in order to save it. By Baptism 
a soul becomes God’s dwelling-place, but, as soon as it incurs the 
guilt of mortal sin, God leaves it, and abhorrence and righteous 
indignation take the place of love. If a soul quits this world with- 
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out being reconciled with God, it must inevitably perish. The 
priest in the Sacrament of Penance is the minister of this recon- 
ciliation. As soon as the sinner has received valid absolution, all 
his sins without exception are remitted, none is too heinous to find 
forgiveness; and even though the sinner may have been for years 
in bondage to Satan, God will come back to him. 

All sins are remitted at once and for ever at the moment when 
sacramental absolution is given, if only the sinner has confessed 
them truthfully, with real contrition and purpose of amendment. 
They can never be imputed to him again; he appears before God 
as if he had never sinned. God has even promised not to remember 
them, for He said: “If the wicked do penance for all his sins, 
which he hath committed . .. he shall live and shall not die. I 
will not remember all his iniquities that he hath done” (Ezech. 
XViii, 21, 22). Just as a stone, thrown into the sea, vanishes and 
is seen no more, so do our sins disappear for ever in the Sacrament 
of Penance, being washed in the Blood of Christ. 

If a sinner is so ungrateful as to sin again, and even if he loses 
his soul in consequence of fresh sins, those remitted in the Sac- 
rament can never be brought forward against him to add to his 
guilt. 

The Sacrament of Penance is indeed an unspeakable comfort 
to our guilty hearts. 

2. Penance restores the beauty of the soul by giving back the 
sanctifying grace bestowed in Baptism. This grace imparts a mar- 
vellous beauty to the soul. St. Mary Magdalen of Pazzi once saw 
a soul in the state of grace, and its splendor was so overwhelming 
that she almost fainted at the sight. Sin destroys all this beauty 
and stains the soul, rendering it so hideous that good spirits shrink 
from it in horror, but the Sacrament of Penance restores it. The 
evil done cannot indeed be undone, but all the stains resulting from 
it are obliterated. The same saint was once in the convent chapel 
when one of the religious was in the confessional, and she saw an 
angel letting drops of blood fall from a chalice upon her sister as 
she knelt. The blood had scarcely touched her when she began 
to shine like the sun, and St. Mary Magdalen, full of holy zeal, 
exclaiming: “Sprinkle me, too,” hastened to the confessional. 

Every sinner, who receives this Sacrament worthily, is cleansed 
from all sin. However foul his soul may be as he enters the con- 
fessional, it is pure and spotless as he comes out. 
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3. Penance restores to the soul all the merit lost by sin. As 
soon as a mortal sin is committed, all the store of merit acquired 
by a soul is absolutely lost, and the work of a lifetime is destroyed. 
But God’s mercy is so unfailing that, no sooner are we really con- 
trite, than He gives back to us all that we have lost. Our Lord 
teaches us this plainly in the parable of the Prodigal Son (Luke 
xv). He had thrown away everything, money, health, and the favor 
of his loving father; and yet, when he returned penitent, confess- 
ing his sins, his father welcomed him with joy, overwhelmed him 
with marks of affection, and calling him his son, bade the servants 
bring out the best robe for him to wear. This is the beautiful 
garment of first grace and holy love, given back to each sinner 
who does penance. 

God deals with such a penitent as the Good Shepherd does with 
the lost sheep. He carries it on His shoulders back to the fold 
and rejoices over it, and restores it to the company of those who 
have not gone astray. 

God’s grace in the human soul has been aptly compared with a 
sparkling fountain, which flows constantly unless it is blocked up 
by sin, and resumes its course as soon as the obstruction is re- 
moved by the Sacrament of Penance. 

Good works performed by one in a state of mortal sin are dead 
works, and have no value before God, nor is any merit derived 
from them after he has done penance; the Sacrament is only able 
to restore the merit of good works performed in a previous state 
of grace. A man who puts off going to Confession, whilst he has 
a grievous sin on his conscience, is most unhappy, for all the good 
works that he does in this condition are dead and lost beyond all 
possibility of recovery. 

4. Penance restores peace of mind to the soul. No one can be 
happy who has a bad conscience. As soon as a mortal sin is com- 
mitted, an accusing voice makes itself heard, uttering reproaches 
day and night. In order to drown it, a sinner often plunges into 
dissipation, and takes to drink or gambling, but he never succeeds 
in completely escaping from the voice of conscience and has no 
real peace until by contrition, confession, absolution and satisfac- 
tion, it is at last silenced, and happiness returns to his soul. 

Many years ago there was a German priest, Father Hofreuter, 
who was well known for his influence over his penitents. An inn- 
keeper, who had for years had a conscience burdened with sins, 
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was at length moved by God’s grace to come to this priest, but 
when he reached the door of his house, he was so much over- 
whelmed with shame and fear as to be on the point of going away 
again without knocking. At that very moment, however, Father 
Hofreuter opened the door and said: “Ah, my friend, you want 
me to hear your Confession. Come in, I will gladly hear you at 
once.” On leaving the priest’s house, the good man was so happy 
that he told his horse he had a hundredweight less to carry home. 
Six years later he lay on his deathbed, and asked the priest, who 
had given him the last Sacraments, to tell Father Hofreuter that 
since his Confession he had been true to the promise of amend- 
ment, and had never again fallen into mortal sin. 

Whenever we are conscious of having sinned, let us have re- 
course without delay to this Sacrament, which gives back to us 
all that we have lost by sin—God, sanctifying grace, merit and 
peace of mind—treasures which, without this Sacrament, can be 
restored only by perfect contrition at the hour of death. 


XXV. EXAMINATION OF CONSCIENCE 


In preparation for the Sacrament of Penance, every one is re- 
quired to examine his conscience, and to consider how he has 
sinned since his last Confession. This examination is necessary 
both that we may remember our sins and that we may be sorry for 
them and purpose real amendment of life. 

Every one must examine himself, for no one else can know 
what he has done. 

When you have made up your mind to go to Confession, go into 
some quiet place in the church or in your own house, fix your eyes 
upon a crucifix, and think that you are kneeling before our Lord on 
the Cross, and say to Him: “O Lord, Thou didst die for me; look 
mercifully upon me, a sinner. I am determined to lead a better 
life, to abandon my sins, and I purpose therefore to confess them 
to the priest as Thy representative. That I may make a good Con- 
fession, I must examine myself and find out what I have done 
amiss, but for this I need light from Thee. Come, Holy Ghost, 
and enlighten my mind, that I may see my sins; touch my cold 
heart, that I may have supernatural contrition for them, confess 
them frankly, and persevere in my purpose of amendment.” 

Now begin to think seriously and systematically of your sins. 
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By “systematically” I mean according to some definite system or 
method, for without it you will effect nothing. It is a good plan 
to take the Ten Commandments, one after another, and ask your- 
self, with regard to the first, if you have sinned through supersti- 
tion, despair, want of confidence and murmuring against God; 
with regard to the second, if you have used bad language or spoken 
lightly of sacred things, or taken God’s Name in vain; with re- 
gard to the third, whether you have failed to keep Sundays and 
festivals holy, whether you have missed Holy Mass, or behaved 
irreverently in church. And so on, through all the Ten Command- 
ments. Next take the Commandments of the Church, and consider 
how far you have transgressed them. Then see if you have com- 
mitted any of the seven deadly sins, the four sins that cry to 
heaven for vengeance, or the six sins against the Holy Ghost, and 
also if you have in any of the nine ways caused or shared the guilt 
of another’s sin. Finally examine yourself with regard to sins of 
omission, for we shall have to give account to God of the good that 
we ought to have done and have neglected. It seems probable that 
more souls are lost through sins of omission than through sins 
committed. 

Having completed this examination of conscience, ask yourself 
how often you have committed each sin. Very few people take 
the trouble to do this, and yet it is a distinct aggravation of your 
guilt to have sinned again and again in the same way. Ask your- 
self also what is your besetting sin, the sin to which you are most 
prone, and to which most of your other sins are due. 

As long as you do not conquer your besetting sin, your purpose 
of amendment is not of much avail. This sin may easily be dis- 
covered, if, when you find out each other sin, you ask at once: 
“Why did I do that?” Every one ought to know what it is that 
really influences him, whether it is love of money, ambition, desire 
for luxury, or sensual pleasures. 

We sometimes hear people complaining that they have nothing 
to confess. They surely do not take pains to examine themselves, 
and so they overlook most of their sins. They are unsystematic, 
and so content themselves with confessing just their obvious sins, 
and leave many others forgotten and never confessed. 

Some act thus out of pride; they are too well satisfied with 
themselves to bear any reproaches, and they will not acknowledge 
that they have done wrong, even though the priest is most strictly 
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bound never to speak of their shortcomings. What can be the use 
of deceiving ourselves and fancying ourselves better than we really 
are? God sees our innermost thoughts, and we can never deceive 
Him. Moreover, those very sins, that we now refuse to confess, 
will some day be revealed before Him, to our shame and not for 
our amendment. 

Others again are careless in the examination of their conscience 
because they are in the habit of being guided by thoughtless people. 
They think that it is quite unnecessary for them to take much 
pains, seeing that many others are equally negligent, and they do 
not reflect that God is the Judge of all men, and each will have to 
answer to Him for his own sins, and cannot plead those of others 
in extenuation of them. 

Those who go to Confession only once a year seldom make a 
really good examination of their conscience; it is difficult to re- 
member what we have thought, said and done during a fortnight; 
who could remember accurately his thoughts, words and actions 
of a whole year? And yet our Saviour has warned us that we 
shall have to give an account of every word. 

Nothing is easier than to form bad habits. Each sin committed 
weakens our feelings of horror and hatred for it; we cease to care 
much whether we sin or not, and in time we come to have such 
an affection for our sins that we no longer regard them as such. 
Hence we often find that the greatest sinners are the least anxious 
to trouble about their sins. People who go to Confession only 
once a year sin, fall again and again into their habitual sins; but 
they are so little aware of this, that they declare themselves 
unable to discover anything to confess except some offences 
against the Sixth Commandment, and with regard to these also 
they are not much disturbed. 

It is only by the help of God’s grace that we can really pene- 
trate deeply into our hearts and find out our sins. Let us there- 
fore never fail to pray for this grace, as self-knowledge is abso- 
lutely necessary if we are ever to attain to true compunction of 
spirit and a firm resolution to lead a better life. 


XXVI. ContRITION 
Contrition is the hearty sorrow for our sins, because by them we 
have offended so good a God, together with a firm purpose of 
amendment. Lay 
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He who is truly contrite is sorry that he has done wrong, and 
would give all that he possesses to undo it. Contrition or com- 
punction alone can cause the conversion of a sinner, and it is in- 
dispensable, because God never forgives sins without it. No mat- 
ter how carefully a man may examine his conscience and confess 
his sins, it avails him nothing and his absolution is null and void, 
unless he is truly contrite. Many people fancy that it is enough 
to repeat an Act of Contrition, but a prayer that is only on the 
lips does not prove that they have real compunction of heart. We 
must take our sins seriously, and it will help us to do this, if, after 
our examination of conscience, we look first at God, against whom 
we have sinned, and secondly at ourselves, who have committed 
these sins. 

1. We have sinned against God, the Supreme Ruler of heaven 
and earth, our highest good. He is infinitely great, infinitely pow- 
erful. He has created all things, and all the dwellers in heaven 
adore Him as their Lord. And whilst heaven is ringing with their 
songs of praise, we, creatures of earth, dare to rise up in rebellion 
against Him and to transgress the Commandments that He has 
given. 

God is infinitely just and holy, and therefore He must hate sin, 
for otherwise He would cease to be God. One single sin is an 
abomination in His sight; it is impossible for any created intelli- 
gence to understand God’s abhorrence of sin and of a creature 
defiled with mortal sin. 

For one sin He cast millions of angels into hell, depriving them 
of the joy of His presence, and condemning them to unending tor- 
ments. 

Adam and Eve were driven out of Paradise and forced to earn 
their bread in the sweat of their face; trials and troubles of all 
kinds and finally death came upon them; their descendants, too, 
suffered the same punishment and no one could gain admission to 
God’s presence until God Himself became man to make satisfac- 
tion for the sins of men. All this was the consequence of one sin, 
and how many times have we sinned? 

If each of us had committed but one sin, he must have incurred 
God’s wrath, and with what abhorrence must He behold us, stained 
as we are with innumerable sins? 

And we who regard sin so lightly are God’s creatures, having 
nothing of ourselves. All that we have is the gift of God. A few 
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years ago we were nothing, and it is to God that we owe our life 
and its preservation. Were He for a moment to withdraw His 
support from us, we should perish. Yet we, feeble creatures, rebel 
against Him, despise Him and say we will have no Lord to rule 
over us. 

Surely ingratitude could go no further. How lavishly has God 
bestowed His benefits upon us! He has given us life, strength, 
health, possessions, talents, relatives, and above all the precious 
gift of faith. What use have we made of all these favors? Must 
we not confess that we have misused them in countless ways and 
employed them for wicked ends? 

We have made many good resolutions and broken them. We 
have promised amendment, and have again and again been false 
to our word. In times of trouble and sickness we have turned to 
Him, only to forget Him when we were delivered from danger 
and difficulty. What punishment might not God in His justice 
inflict upon us for our faithlessness ? 

We have been thinking of God and of ourselves, let us now 
glance at Jesus Christ, in whom the God-head and humanity are 
united. He is at once God and man—God, outraged by our sins, 
and man, taking upon Himself the sins of the whole world and 
making satisfaction for them through His love of us. Let us con- 
sider His sacred wounds, inflicted on Him, as the prophet says, 
by sinners, and let us listen to His voice, as He reproaches us, 
saying: “I anointed thee with chrism and made thee a Christian, 
I did thee much good, and delivered thee from destruction of body 
and soul. Many others, no worse than thou, have perished eter- 
nally, but I have forgiven thy sins and restored thee to favor. 
Why dost thou despise My words and do evil in My sight? What 
I have forbidden gives thee no true satisfaction, but brings grief 
and bitterness upon thee and a shameful death upon Me. Thou 
hast outraged and offended thy Saviour, and yet I am still ready 
to receive thee and to forget thy sins, if only thou keepest thy 
promises and art true to Me in future.” 

Who can fail to be touched by such loving reproaches? We 
have deserved nothing, we have sinned over and over again, and 
yet God offers to forgive us. 

Such considerations as these will awaken within us feelings of 
fear and love of God. Fear, because when we look at God’s justice 
we perceive our own sinfulness; love, because He is willing to let 
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us do penance and to forgive us everything. Both fear and love 
give rise to contrition, and our consciousness of guilt will make us 
anxious to do and suffer anything if only we can undo the evil we 
have done. 

This is real contrition, true compunction of heart, able to change 
our disposition, thoughts and actions, so that we now feel a dis- 
taste for and horror of the sins that previously gave us pleasure. 
Such contrition as this is what is required for a worthy reception 
of the Sacrament of Penance, and we can arouse it best by means 
of such reflections as have been suggested above. Without any 
thought of God’s holiness and our own behavior towards Him, 
we can scarcely be in the right disposition to make a good Con- 
fession. It is useless to examine our conscience and repeat an 
Act of Contrition unless we have real, heartfelt sorrow for sins. 
Many saints have been in the habit of praying and meditating for 
hours in order to obtain true contrition. St. Charles Borromeo 
often knelt in prayer for three hours before going to Confession, 
and he was a saint, who could have had but few sins on his con- 
‘science! Shall we be satisfied with the briefest possible prepara- 
tion for Confession, when we are burdened with so great a load 
of sin? A holy bishop, who lived in the last century, used to make 
three stations, after examining his conscience: the first in hell, the 
second in heaven and the third on Mount Calvary. He thought 
of hell, and how he deserved to be there, and he thanked God for 
having preserved him from it, and prayed for grace to avoid it to 
the end. He thought of heaven, that might have been closed to 
him by his sins, and he called upon the saints to pray for his ad- 
mission thither. These two stations served to awaken holy fear 
in his heart. In order to kindle his love he made the third station 
on Mount Calvary, and there contemplated his crucified Saviour, 
saying: “This is my doing. I have caused His suffering, and with 
other sinners I have nailed Him to the Cross. O Jesus, how could 
I treat Thee thus? Thou hast loved me infinitely, and I ought to 
love Thee infinitely, were I capable of doing so. Because Thou 
art infinitely worthy of love, I love Thee and repent of having 
sinned against Thee.” 

If we follow this holy bishop’s example, we shall -find it an easy 
way of arriving at true contrition. Let us think of hell, which 
we have deserved by our sins,—of heaven, lost by our sins, and 
thus we shall be filled with wholesome fear of God. Let us then 








StS 


Te 
\ 
ee 


a ah hl Oy 


a 


pa tees 








SHORT SERMONS ON THE CATECHISM 539 


turn to Calvary and consider how Christ suffered on the Cross 
for sinners. This thought will awaken our love, and fear and 
love combined produce the proper dispositions for receiving the 
Sacrament of Penance. 











SERMONS ON THE GOSPELS OR EPISTLES 


SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 
THE RACES WITHIN THE FOLD 
BY THE REV. JOHN H. STAPLETON 


“And there shall be one fold and one shepherd.”—John x, Io. 


SYNOPSIS.—Preamble-—The Catholic Church a Fold for all the Sheep. It 
is One as a witness to truth. 

First Point—Justification of her attitude on the ground of a) the 
nature of truth; b) the nature of the human mind and soul; c) the 
command of Christ; d) the prayer of Christ; e) the letter of the Law. 

Second Point—Exemplification of her carrying out the mandate of 
Christ, a) the swarming immigrants to the shore; b) she receives them; 
c) how she treats them. 

Conclusion—This One Fold the refuge of all men to the end of time. 


1. The religious world offers the spectacle of folds and shepherds, 
of which there is number and variety infinite. And when men 
have wearied of contradictory messages, opposing standards, hos- 
tile attitudes and warring sects, they settle down to the comfort- 
able conviction that one religion is as good as another. There is, 
however, another ideal in the world, whose aim is one fold and 
one shepherd for all the sheep for whom Christ gave His life, 
one Church for all men. The Catholic Church stands alone in this 
respect, for she claims to have been sent to realize this ideal; and 
what is more, claims to have realized it in very fact. She is 
the only religious body that has ever come forward and, with cre- 
dentials from God, laid claim to the extraordinary title of Unity 
and Catholicity. To teach all truth, to all men, in all times and in 
all places—no other religion ever advanced such a claim, ever at- 
tempted such a mission or ever succeeded in such an attempt. And 
what is still more singular, on whatever topic of Christian faith she 
speaks, whatever manner of men she addresses, in whatever age 
or clime she exercises her mission, her teaching, like the God she 
believes has sent her, like the truth she believes she utters, is one, 
unchanged and unchangeable, amid the universal flood of unstable, 
shifting, conflicting doctrines and opinions that storm and roar 
about her. One therefore she is, not only in the possession of all 
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Divine truth, as the refuge of all men called to the knowledge of 
the truth of God; but one also in teaching, explaining, defending 
and defining the revealed word. Men may or may not honor with 
their approval and acceptance these unique claims; they may or 
may not prefer for themselves principles less rigid and exacting, 
less uncompromising with the pride of life so strong within us 
all. But they rarely refuse just credit and a generous meed of 
admiration for an institution that has taught mankind and the 
centuries and then, on the oneness and harmony of every official 
statement she has made, of every definition she has uttered with 
the whole body of her teaching, stakes her honor and her life. 

2. And why should this attitude appeal to the fair-minded? It 
is considered the plain duty of every man who would be honest 
with himself, to stick to the truth. And if he does, he will never 
change in mind, heart or outward expression towards it. For 
truth does not and cannot change; it is ever the same. If it did 
change, it could change only to error and falsehood, and then 
would of course cease to exist. Thus does truth perish. It is 
therefore required of every man—and of a church, or creed, or 
religion as well—not to depart one jot or tittle from those truths 
which God has revealed, and to remain in possessing and pro- 
pounding them as firm, as unyielding, as immutable as the ever- 
lasting hills. Now, to the Church of Christ, the one true Fold, 
such Divine revelation has been made, and to her these truths have 
been confided. But if there be many folds and one as good as 
another, what becomes of truth and loyalty to truth, since truths 
received in one place are rejected in another, beliefs honored to-day 
are cast of to-morrow, creeds, the expression of those truths and 
beliefs, are tinkered to suit passing fancy or popular passion! 
What is all this maze of contradiction but the destruction of truth! 
And when each is taught to believe what he likes, what is this 
huge compromise with error but the denial of truth! 

Common sense makes it clear to us that contradiction is the de- 
struction of truth, that compromise with error is its denial. To 
allow a thing to be at one and the same time true and false, is to 
stultify oneself mentally and morally. To let go the truth once 
consciously possessed, is the lowest form of moral cowardice; to 
receive as truth that which is not known to be the truth, is a crime 
against the human mind. And no official expounder of Divine 
teachings can allow them to be altered under penalty of making 
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God a liar, God Who is Truth Itself. It is in obedience to this 
fundamental principle that the Catholic Church as the One true 
Fold puts forth Unity as one of her marks of Divine origin and 
remains faithful to it even when men would prefer otherwise. 
God is not where disorder is; His truth is not where contradiction 
is. If His revealed Word is still on earth, having been delivered 
into the keeping of man, it is to be found where the teaching is 
one, as truth is one and as God is one. 

And this teaching that is one, uniform, logical and uncompro- 
mising, is really the soul food intended by the Almighty for every 
creature come from His hand. It is evident that He created the 
human mind normally receptive of truth alone, without admixture 
of error or contradiction. The normal man has therefore a natural 
right to hear from the lips of the authorized custodian of the 
Divine word nothing but the truth, and that perpetually. Men 
are all destined for one goal; the path of salvation is the same for 
all. All men are created equal—and in this sense alone is the 
famous saying perfectly true; human nature is substantially the 
same always and everywhere. Men have to-day, as they have 
always had, the same needs; they have the same struggles for 
good, the same difficulties against evil, the same moral miseries. 
Hence they require the same guiding knowledge, the same spiritual 
sustenance, the same helps and remedies. They can no more thrive 
on truth and error than they can thrive on meat and poison. And 
therefore, being all called to a knowledge of the same Divine truths, 
they are all called to the one fold, and to them all the one shepherd 
is sent. 

Whether or not the words “there shall be one fold,” fallen from 
the lips of Christ, contain a prediction or a command, matters 
little. For we know that a prophecy from God, insofar as it con- 
cerns something to be done by His creatures, amounts to a com- 
mand. What God says will be done, must and shall be done; His 
words foretelling an effect to be produced by human agency, re- 
solve themselves into a law whereby men are bound to make His 
words come true and to see to it that His will is done on earth as 
it is in heaven. Thus when Mary spoke by the Spirit of God and 
announced that all nations should arise and called her blessed, men 
were thereby commanded to fulfil the prediction in the designs of 
God. In like manner, when Christ said, “there shall be one fold 
and one shepherd,” He spoke of a reality to be accomplished, 
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even though many might perversely oppose it, remain outside the 
fold, refuse to listen to His voice. One kingdom without rival or 
division, to which should be called and into which should gather 
the multitudes of the nations—this is what Christ foretold. A 
Church which should be One and Catholic—this is what had to 
come to pass, or Christ must be counted with the prophets of 
falsehood. 

He would also be reckoned with those unworthy suppliants whose 
prayer has no power with the heavenly Father, He, who as God is 
equal to the Father, and as man, St. Paul tells us, was “heard for 
his reverence.” How blasphemous to assert that Jesus’ petition 
before the throne of heaven was spurned! Yet this is the prayer 
the Divine Saviour uttered to His “Holy Father” in favor of those 
whom He was sent to save—‘whom Thou hast given Me”—that 
is, all men: “that they all may be one, as Thou, Father, in Me and 
I in Thee; that they also may be one in us; that the world may 
believe that Thou hast sent Me.” 

Finally, this scheme of one religion for all men did not orig- 
inate in the fertile mind of some idle dreamer. Its source is em- 
phatically in the Law: “go, teach all nations.” Here is a com- 
mission, a Divine commission. It was given to a Church which 
Christ had founded; which, according to the Apostle, was built 
precisely and equipped exactly for such a task, framed together, 
compacted, and fitly joined together by joints and bands, “one 
body and one spirit; as you are called in one hope of your calling. 
One Lord, one faith, one Baptism”; which was therefore endowed 
with the energy and faculty to preserve its unity in the bonds of 
faith, to spread out to all men and gather them into the fold; to 
which if men hearken not, they are to be regarded as heathens 
and publicans. The commission reads: “teach .. .” not what she 
felt like teaching, what might suit her, what might suit the men 
to whom she spoke; but “all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you.” Here is a commission. A Church was sent by Christ, who 
is God, on such a mission: this much is clear. Where is that 
Church? Or rather, where is the adverse claimant of such a tre- 
mendous mandate? Who else but the Church known as the One 
and Catholic has ever dared to assume such a colossal-responsibility ? 

3. We need not look farther than our own land to discover the 
reality of the Church’s claim to be One and Catholic, that is, as 
a Church with one object before her vision—men, namely, all men, 
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human beings with souls purchased by Christ; with one message for 
them all—the truths of God deposited in her bosom; and with a 
voice of authority and the knowledge of all men and all tongues 
to deliver that message. Here are all the nations of earth gath- 
ered together. Here swarm representatives of every race under the 
sun. In this modern Babel of mankind we behold men from the 
remote corners of the habitable globe standing shoulder to shoulder, 
kneeling side by side, in one faith and religious obedience. They 
differ seemingly in all things save humanity and religion. And 
while they await the process of amalgamation at work about them, 
they stand forth in their various nationalities and tongues as mem- 
bers of the Fold that is One and Catholic. What was the pente- 
costal gathering—Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites and in- 
habitants of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappodocia, etc——compared 
with the myriad-tongued immigrants landing on our shores? Truly 
the world is hers. 

Here she meets her children and gathers them into her ample fold, 
into her motherly and all-embracing arms. The worldling has seen 
her at work in our midst and has noted how she knows no difference 
of race, color or language, of time, place or social condition; how 
she ignores all distinctions and how to all these children of men 
she speaks alike with the voice of God’s representative of the 
things that pertain to God. They all have a calling to and a place 
at her table where she breaks bread to the soul hungry for God; 
and every one is sure to receive from her hands the same spiritual 
food and to hear from her lips the same spiritual truths, whether 
his abode had been among the snows and ice of the north, or he 
dwelt on the luxuriant plains of the tropics or amid the gaiety 
of the capitals of the world. He is the same to her, no more, no 
less, whether he be prince or pauper, black, white or yellow, re- 
fined or uncouth in the degree of his civilization, whatever the 
mellifluous sweetness or the broken jargon of his native speech. 
Language may divide nation, but it makes no difference to her. 
Diversity of tongue is an accident. It bars none, estranges none; 
it is no title to preferment, no badge of dishonor or disgrace. 
Neither is it an obstacle to her activity and success. When she 
speaks, it is Peter’s voice that is heard from Maine to Texas as 
it was heard when it rang out so fearlessly in Jerusalem on the 
memorable Pentecost morning, when, in company with the other 
Disciples, with one accord, delivering the same message but with 
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divers tongues according as the Holy Ghost gave them to speak, 
he astonished the various tribes that heard him, “every man in 
their own tongue wherein they were born,’ announcing the won- 
derful works of God. 

And so here as everywhere in the world, the familiar sounds of 
many tongues are music to her well-trained ear. Strangers though 
we may be in a strange land, we are no strangers to her. For to 
whatever corner of the earth we trace our origin, to whatever race 
we belong, she begat us in the Christian faith and stood sponsor 
at the Baptism of our people. She knows us and we know her, 
like the Good Shepherd and His flock. The problem of races is 
no problem to her, for she was formed from the beginning to the 
task of catechising the universal race of men. In an atmosphere 
like ours politically, with our habits and institutions, this hetero- 
geneous mass will one day be welded together and moulded into 
a type of mankind unknown before in the world, which we fondly 
believe will exhibit itself as the best product of the human race. 
It will take years, it may take centuries to effect the transforma- 
tion. But even if it should never come to pass, the spiritual and 
religious homogeneity of the bulk of our foreign population is an 
accomplished fact. The Church would not be One, if her many- 
tongued children proved here capable, as they have never else- 
where been capable, of disintegrating the inviolable body of her 
doctrines. She would not be Catholic if she could not assimilate 
them all. 

4. When the mission of the Church to teach all truth to all men 
in all times and in all climes, shall have been fulfilled, she will pass 
away. When will that be? Twenty centuries that have leveled 
every human institution to the dust and buried their very ruins 
from the sight of men, have left her younger and more vigorous 
than ever. Will twenty centuries more succeed better in the work 
of destruction? Let prophets forecast, as they must. This much 
is true. The mission of the Church will certainly one day be ac- 
complished and she will pass away. But when she does, it will be 
in the fulness of time proposed to her work. It will be when men, 
for whose needs she was established, shall themselves have passed 
away and have no further need of her. She will cease to exist, 
but that will be when the great heart of nature ceases to throb in 
the heaving bosom of the ocean, for Christ’s word is truth: “be- 
hold, I am with you all days, even to the end of the world... . 
And the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” 
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THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 


THE PATRONAGE OF ST. JOSEPH 
BY THE REV. A. B. SHARPE, A.M. 


“Joseph did as the Angel of the Lord had commanded him.”—Matthew 1, 24. 


SYNOPSIS.—1. St. Joseph was our Lord’s patron, the protector of Jesus and 
Mary. He is therefore the protector also of the Catholic Church, which 
is Christ’s body and the constant object of His care. St. Joseph is there- 
fore also the protector of every individual Catholic, and his intercession 
may be claimed for all our needs. 

2. We should seek St. Joseph’s intercession especially to obtain for us 
a share of the blessings which were peculiarly his. These are: 

a. The guardianship of Jesus and Mary. This is ours also, because 
the world judges of the Church by the conduct of its members, and we 
expose our Lord to the world’s misunderstanding and dishonor by sin, 
and advertise His power and goodness by holiness. 

b. The constant companionship of Jesus and Mary. This, too, may be 
ours through the grace which enables us to realize our Lord’s presence. 

c. A happy death, through the presence of Jesus and Mary in his last 
hours. This we can have through faith and love. 

3. If we desire these benefits, we must try to fulfil the necessary con- 
ditions, by following St. Joseph’s example of 

a. Intercourse in prayer with our Lord and His Mother. 

b. Unselfishness. 

c. Action rather than words. 


The Feast of the Patronage of St. Joseph reminds us of the 
greatness of the gifts which our blessed Lord brought to man- 
kind, and of the hope which all may have of sharing in them 
both here and hereafter. The word “patronage” means guardian- 
ship or protection; and to St. Joseph was given, as we all know 
well, the extraordinary privilege and honor of being the guardian 
and protector of God, in the weakness and dependence of His 
early years on earth. Only one higher privilege than this is pos- 
sible or imaginable—he privilege of His blessed Mother. In that 
no creature could share, but on St. Joseph was conferred the 
supreme honor possible to his sex; he was the legal father, and 
therefore the natural protector and guardian of our Lord. 

St. Joseph was the head of the Holy Family; and as such obedi- 
ence and honor were due to him from the Mother and the Child, 
and were freely rendered by them. It was for him to lead, and 
for them to follow, for him to command and for them to obey. It 
was to Joseph that the Divine command was given to take his wife 
and child away from the pursuit of Herod into Egypt; it was to 
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him that God made it known that the time for their return had 
come—and it was to him that the place of their future abode was 
indicated by Divine revelation. His position of authority was 
thus Divinely recognized; the Divine law by which the husband 
is “the head of the wife,” and children are to be “subject” to their 
parents, was in no way set aside, even though the wife was the 
immaculate Mother of God and the child was God Himself. No 
higher dignity can be imagined for God to bestow on a man; and 
no greater burden of responsibility than that which Joseph bore. 
But God’s cail to duty brings with it the grace necessary for dis- 
charging the duty. How great, then, was the grace which St. 
Joseph had, that could make possible the fulfillment of such duties 
as his! And how perfectly he corresponded to that grace. No 
matter what the command was that God gave him, he obeyed it 
instantly ; he made no condition, he asked for no special reward. 
Joseph “did as the Angel of the Lord had commanded him’—he 
“arose by night,” as soon as the angel had appeared to him to bid 
him go into Egypt, and started on his toilsome and perilous jour- 
ney. What hardship and labors and what anxiety must he have 
undergone in that time of exile, in his efforts to maintain the 
Child and His Mother, and to shield them from the dangers that 
surrounded them, until the command was given for his return, 
and he “arose and came!” St. Joseph’s life was entirely devoted 
to one sacred purpose; in it no thought and no desire had place but 
the thought and desire of obedience to God’s revealed will—no 
selfish feeling ever for a moment obscured his love and devotion 
to those whom God had given him to cherish. Well may we rev- 
erence St. Joseph as a perfect type of that fulness of sanctity in 
which the love of God and the love of man, natural and super- 
natural virtue, are in complete accord, and so both reach their 
highest perfection. 

But St. Joseph’s patronage is not ended, though our Lord is 
now reigning in heaven, and his foster-father is with Him there. 
For that which he was to the Head of the Catholic Church, he is 
also of necessity to its members. St. Joseph is patron of the whole 
Church now, in virtue of his patronage of his Divine foster-son 
while both were on earth. The members cannot be separated from 
their Head; the Church on earth is the Body of Christ; and being 
thus identified with our Lord as the object of His love and care, 
is also identified with Him in the love of His foster-father. We 
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could not, indeed, imagine that the great tender heart of St. Joseph 
could be in any way separated from the object of our Lord’s love 
—the Church which He has formed, for which He lived and died 
and rose again, which He guides and governs from His throne in 
heaven, and with which He has promised to remain in His sacra- 
mental presence until the end of the world. Just as an earthly 
father who really loves his son is deeply interested in all that his 
son cares for, and does all he can to help his son to success in his 
chosen aims, and even when the son has left his father far behind 
in attainments, the father’s interest and sympathy are not thereby 
weakened, but rendered more intense; so St. Joseph cares still, and 
more than ever, for all that our Lord cares for, and rejoices to 
help forward by his intercession the great work of the salvation 
of souls on which his Son’s Sacred Heart is so firmly set. He has 
his special and most honorable place in the great system which our 
Lord has established, in which every one of His servants has his 
own separate function and office, to be discharged for the glory of 
God, for his own salvation, and for the welfare of his fellow-men. 

But the Catholic Church is composed of individual human be- 
ings; and for every one of them our Lord cares with a direct and 
individual attention, and for every one all the resources of Divine 
grace are employed, as though the salvation of each single person 
were the sole object of our Lord’s desire. Therefore, as St. Joseph 
is the patron of the whole Church because of his perfect union 
with our Lord’s will and desire, so he is also the patron and foster- 
father of each one of us, and we can count on his good offices 
as though each of us had a special and exclusive right to them. 
As Pharaoh said of his suffering people’s patron, St. Joseph’s pro- 
totype, “He and Joseph,” so our Lord says to us now; the strength 
of piety that sheltered the bodily weakness of our Lord’s infancy 
will avail for the spiritual needs of those whom He has redeemed. 

What may we ask St. Joseph to obtain for us? Everything: 
there is no limit to the fruits of prayer, except the kindness of 
God which grants only the things that we need, and mercifully 
witholds whatever hurtful things we mistakenly desire and pray 
for. But especially we should seek for St. Joseph’s aid to obtain 
a share of those blessings which were so eminently bestowed on 
himself and which we are certain that God desires to give us. 

The first of these was his great vocation to the guardianship 
of Jesus and Mary. We in our small way have a similar vocation. 
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We all have to protect the honor of our Lord, of His Mother and 
His Church, in the midst of an unbelieving and profane world. 
And that in two ways. First, by being ourselves a credit to our 
religion. Nothing so much advances the cause of Christ as the 
holy lives of Christians; and nothing so injures it as their sins. 
The world around us may care very little for God, and make no 
attempt to please Him. But worldly people are very acute critics 
of the conduct of those who believe the truth, and profess to obey 
Christ’s commands. Nor have we any reason to complain if the 
world judges the Church by the conduct of its children—“A good 
tree is known by its fruits.” How fearfully guilty, then, are those 
who by their own misconduct lead the world to judge falsely of 
Christ and of the power of His grace! How many souls do they 
destroy, besides their own! And how great is the honor that be- 
longs to those who by their upright conduct before the world, 
advertise in the most effective way possible the grace that is to be 
found only in the Catholic Church. 

May St. Joseph help us to be faithful to our vocation, as he him- 
self was to his, that no scandal may be given by us to those who 
are without, or to the weak who are within, the Church by our 
actions, but that those who know us may “see our good works and 
glorify our Father in heaven.” 

Then St. Joseph had always the supreme consolation of the 
presence of our Lord, and the assurance of His love. That bless- 
ing far outweighed the sacrifices he had to make. We then may 
well ask St. Joseph to obtain for us a share in the same consolation. 
We know, indeed, that the love of God is over all His creatures, 
and that our Lord’s Sacred Heart is full of sympathy and com- 
passion for all who are His. But St. Joseph’s great privilege was 
to have always before him the actual visible presence of his Divine 
foster-son, and the continual delight of His filial affection. That 
privilege, too, may in a measure be ours. For Jesus is always be- 
fore our eyes in the Blessed Sacrament; in Holy Communion He 
enters into the closest possible union with our hearts. It is for us 
to realize that presence by faith; to keep alive in our souls the 
consciousness of our Lord’s presence with us, and to draw from it 
the consolation which we all so deeply need in the trials of life. 
Let us ask St. Joseph to help us to feel the reality and the delight 
of that Divine presence—that the eyes of our souls may be opened 
to behold the source from which all the happiness proceeds. “This 
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opening of the spiritual eye the greatest scholar on earth cannot 
imagine by his own wit, or explain by his tongue; for it cannot be 
acquired by study or by man’s industry alone, but by the grace of 
the Holy Ghost.”* May St. Joseph’s intercession obtain for us 
this grace, which he himself so fully enjoyed. 

Lastly, St. Joseph had the blessing of a happy death, in a way 
which was possible for no other human being: Jesus and Mary 
were with him to console his last hours: death was for him no 
going forth into the unknown darkness, but a passage from one 
state of blessedness to another. Such a death may also be ours. 
For though the visible presence of Jesus in human form is with- 
drawn from this world, yet He is no less really and visibly present 
in the Blessed Sacrament; and if we have faith enough to discern 
Him in the Sacramental species, and if our hearts are open to His 
spiritual consolations, then we, too, may breathe forth our souls 
in peace, with full confidence in the merits of our Lord, and in 
the care and protection of His Mother and ours. We may well 
ask St. Joseph to help us to such a happy ending of our life on 
earth. 

But we must bear in mind that neither St. Joseph nor anybody 
else can help us unless we will help ourselves. If we wish to share 
St. Joseph’s blessings, we must do our best to fulfill the conditions 
on which they depend. St. Joseph’s patronage cannot obtain for 
us gifts for which we are unprepared and for which we have not 
sought to qualify ourselves; what it will do is to help us to obtain 
and keep the dispositions to which God has promised to grant His 
favors. 

Therefore in order to gain the benefits of St. Joseph’s inter- 
cession we must try to follow his example in faith, love and obedi- 
ence. Indeed, we do not really honor the saints unless we try to 
copy their holiness in our lives. Actions speak louder than words.’ 

Like St. Joseph, then, we must try always to live in the com- 
pany of Jesus and Mary. We cannot indeed be always occupied 
in prayer; but we need never so totally forget our Lord but that 
we can lift up our hearts to Him easily and readily at any time 
—most especially in moments of temptation or difficulty. We are 
not always speaking to our friends or even always thinking defi- 
nitely of them. Yet those whom we care most for are, in a very 


* Walter Hilton, “Scale of Perfection,” III. to. 
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real sense, never out of our thoughts. They are always at least 
what people now often call “subconsciously” in our minds; and 
the least hint or suggestion is enough to bring them into our con- 
scious remembrance—so that we can and do say quite truly that 
we “never forget” them. Moreover, we spend all the time we 
can with them, and take every opportunity of intercourse with 
them. So we can and should have God always in our minds, and 
never need lose the sense of His presence, even when we are ac- 
tively engaged in some occupation that for the moment absorbs 
all our attention. But this can hardly be the case unless we take all 
opportunities—and when necessary, make opportunities, of prayer. 
If we are careful about our daily morning and evening prayers, 
if we hear Mass as often as possible, if we make a visit to our 
Lord in the Blessed Sacrament whenever we can; then we may 
be sure that Jesus and Mary will never be far from us; we shall 
grow into the habit of that delightful companionship, and shall 
become more and more intimate with our Lord, His Mother and 
His foster-father. 

Again, St. Joseph was perfectly unselfish. His whole life was 
devoted to the great charge which God had imposed on him—to 
the care of Jesus and Mary. We, too, may and must learn to be 
unselfish, to think of others before ourselves. Though our Lord 
no longer needs human protection and human kindness, yet His 
representatives are always with us; we always have neighbors to 
whom we may show unselfish kindness for Christ’s sake. “As 
long as you did it to one of My least brethren, you did it to Me.” 
. Once more, St. Joseph was a man of deeds, not words. In all that 
we know of him, we are not told of any single word that he spoke 
—he is known to us as a man of action alone. In days like these, 
when the world is full of talk, of self-advertisement and gossip, 
written or spoken, we may well‘try to imitate St. Joseph in this; 
to remember that God will hereafter “reward every man according 
to his works”—that “by works a man is justified.” 

Thus we should try to follow the example of St. Joseph; thus 
his patronage will be secured to us, and we shall in God’s time 
obtain our share of his eternal reward. 
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THE CHURCH OF GOD 







BY THE RT. REV. BISHOP JOHN S. VAUGHAN, D.D. 











“When He, the spirit of Truth, is come to you, He will teach you all 
Truth.”—John xvi, 13. 


SYNOPSIS.—Catholic Church is 1. More ancient; 2 More vast than all 
others; 3. The Church of no particular nation; 4. The Church of no 
particular individual; Unity is tts chief Mark; ’Where Unity might be 
expected, it is absent—e. g., in a National Church; Where Unity seems 
all but impossible, it is found—in a Universal Church. 

Ps _ the Catholic Church with any of the sects, e. g., the Anglican 
wurch. 

Such Unity, so evidently divine has drawn multitudes into the True 
Church. This Unity is the direct product of infallible Truth. 

A) Christ came in order to bear witness to the Truth. 

B) As God, He knew (a) the absolute NEED of safeguarding the sacred 
deposit, and (b) How to supply this need. 

C) How? By sending His Holy Spirit, and by remaining Himself 
with His Church for ever. Proofs and developments. 

D) Hence it is that 1. He makes no distinction between obedience to 
His Church, and obedience to Himself. “Who heareth you?” 2. He 
threatens eternal damnation to those who will not hear, for it is God 
that really speaks; 3. “The Pillar and Ground of Truth.” An infallible 
Church clearly exists somewhere. Every Church but the Catholic repu- 
diates the very notion. The Catholic Church is the onty Church that 
so much as claims to be infallible. She alone answers to the descrip- 
tion given by Our Lord. She alone corresponds to His design, bears 
the characters assigned to her, and fulfills His promises. 

E) Where we find divisions of doctrine, we know that the Church 
of God is not there. Where we find Unity of doctrine, we know that 
we have found the Church, founded by Christ. 

F) Conclusion. —Gratitude. To be evidenced by our loyalty, practical 
piety, obedience, devotion and faith. 


The venerable Catholic Church, which alone of all the Christian 
Churches traces its history back to the very time of Christ and 
the Apostles, differs from the multitude of non-Catholic sects in 
a great number of ways. Not only is it more ancient, but it is 
immeasurably more vast; in fact, it can claim a larger multitude 
of adherents than any other. To such an extent does it surpass 
them all, that it may be stated, without fear of contradiction, that 
the One Holy Apostolic and Roman Catholic Church contains a 
larger number of subjects than all the infinite variety of Protestant 
sects put together. It is not the Church of a single country, as is 
the “Church of England,” nor is it the Church of any particular 
individual, as is the Church “of Luther” (the Lutheran Church), 
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or “of Calvin” (the “Calvinists”), but it is just what Our Divine 
Lord intended His Church to be, viz., the Church of the entire 
world. “Go into the whole world, and preach the Gospel to every 
creature.” It is the Church of every nation. “Go ye, therefore, 
and make disciples of all the nations” (Matt. xxviii). 

But the vastness of the Catholic Church is by no means its most 
remarkable feature. What must strike every one who gives the 
matter a little consideration, is its unity. Its unity is so mar- 
vellous, and so wholly unparalleled, that it is impossible to account 
for it except in one way: and that is by referring it to the special 
providence of God. 

If we compare the Catholic Church with other Christian bodies, 
this difference becomes especially evident and striking. Where, 
humanly speaking, unity should be much easier to maintain, it is 
found to have no existence, whereas, where, humanly speaking, it 
seems an impossibility, it is found in admirable perfection. 

Consider, for instance, the Anglican Establishment. Everything 
here tends to make unity easy. The members of that National 
Church are almost all of one race. They all possess the same 
language, and live under the same form of government. They are 
already bound together by a thousand bonds. The sovereign is 
the head of the Church and of the nation, the bishops are all 
State officials, receiving from five to fifteen thousand pounds a 
year from the government, and the clergy, for the most part, come 
from the same public schools and are brought up in the same way. 
To any observer it would seem that everything here made for unity. 
The British Church ought to be as united as the British Army or 
the British Navy, since it is quite as national, quite as insular, and 
quite as truly British. 

But, what do we find? Not unity, but endless divisions. The 
Church of England is broken. up into High Church, and Low 
Church, and Broad Church. And each of these three divisions 
are subdivided in countless further divisions and subdivisions. 
Not only the laity, but the clergy, and even the bishops are abso- 
lutely disagreed on the most vital points of doctrine, and will give 
a diametrically opposite interpretation to the selfsame text of 
Holy Scripture. One professes belief in the real Presence of 
Christ, in the “Lord’s Supper,” another declares it to be a mere 
memorial of Christ, in which no change is wrought in the elements, 
and only ordinary bread is received. One will defend the doctrine 
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of Priestly Absolution, and another will denounce it. And while 
this one will actually “Hear Confessions and impart Absolution,” 
that one will describe such a practice as an unwarranted usurpation 
of a power which belongs to God alone! 

In fact, it is found impossible, even within the extremely nar- 
row borders of the Anglican Communion, to maintain unity of 
doctrine. Many, indeed, seem to have given up looking for it, 
and boast instead of its “comprehensiveness” which enables the 
Church of England, like a modern Noah’s Ark, to hold within its 
small bulk every sort and condition of creatures. The Anglican 
Bishop of Carlisle (to mention but one) assures us, of what every- 
one by this time must be fully aware, that: “within the Church 
of England divisions are loudly rampant, strong and obvious, 
amounting at times to bitter hostility,” while other members of 
the Episcopal bench are often heard to lament over what they de- 
scribe as “our unhappy divisions.” 

In short, here, where everything should make unity easy, we find 
endless divisions. Now, let us turn to the Catholic Church. There, 
on the contrary, everything seems to make unity not alone difficult, 
but impossible. In the first place, the larger the number, the more 
difficult is it to secure unity: and, as we have already pointed out, 
the Catholic Church is immeasurably vaster than any of the sects. 
In the second place, she is composed not of one, but of all nations. 
English and French, Spanish and Dutch, Americans and Germans, 
Poles and Russians, and the inhabitants of both torrid and frigid 
zones. She receives the obedience of all classes, the educated and 
the uneducated, the rich and the poor, the refined and the rude. 
And what is more, she is as well able to satisfy the most refined as 
the most vulgar, and the most highly intellectual no less than the 
simplest and the most unlettered. By some secret power, she forces 
and moulds one and all into one close and compact body, according 
to the admonition of St. Paul: “Be ye all one body and one spirit” 
(Ep. iv, 13). Though differing in all else, the Catholics of every 
land are absolutely united in Faith and Doctrine. It matters not 
whether they be Greeks or Armenians, Irish or Southsea Islanders, 
noble or ignoble, they all listen to the same Voice, obey the same 
authority, and recognize the same supreme Pastor. And, as a 
consequence, they manifest a unity so absolute, so unique, so en- 
tirely above nature, that one cannot help being struck by it. It 1s 
the presence of this Unity, where unity looks so impossible, that 
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has again and again proved the guiding star to many a tempest- 
tossed traveller, in quest of the true Church. Innumerable zealous 
men and women searching for the “pearl-of-great-price,” the glori- 
ous Church of Christ, have seen in this conspicuous Unity the in- 
fallible sign for which they were looking. It is the sign selected 
by Our Lord Himself. The world was to know and recognize 
His Church and to distinguish it from all other claimants, precisely 
by this remarkable and exceptional Unity. It has been revealed 
to us that God-incarnate prayed that His followers might be ONE. 
And why? There is no shadow of doubt about the reason, since 
He Himself tells us. It is “That the world may know that Thou 
didst send Me” (John xviii, 23). 

Unity, like Catholicity and Sanctity and Apostolicity, is one of 
the great marks of the Church, perhaps the greatest of all. But 
how has it been secured? We may find the solution in to-day’s 
Gospel. Before departing from this world, Our Lord promised 
His Apostles that He would send upon His Church the Holy Spirit. 
Further He added: “When the Spirit of Truth has come to you, 
He will teach you all truth.’ Truth always produces unity. Why~ 
do all men believe the multiplication table? Because all see that 
it is true. 

Now let us consider this, as carefully as such an important sub- 
ject deserves. 

1. To begin with, let us bear in mind that Christ ¢ame down 
from heaven to teach us the truth. “To this end have I been born, 
and to this end have I come into the world, that I should bear wit- 
ness to the truth.” The truth which He was to teach was to in- 
form and enlighten and to bind into one body, not merely one gen- 
eration, but all generations. It was to be handed down, century 
by century, to the end of time, and to be a source of life and salva- 
tion to all men, who should be born during the course of the slowly 
unfolding ages. 

This was a gigantic task. No one but the Infinite could possibly 
guarantee the safe transmission of a whole body of doctrine, 
through the passing years, without alteration, or loss, or addition, 
or injury of any kind. Man is by nature fickle, unreliable, and 
inconstant. He is also easily misled, easily deceived, and readily 
influenced by prejudiced, by self-interest and by inclination. How 
can we trust him to hand down, in all its fulness and perfection, 
the message entrusted to him? How can we feel any confidence, 
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that no changes have been introduced, and that the deposit of 
Truth has been, in no way, tampered with or interferred with, or 
erroneously delivered? 

We should have no solid grounds for confidence, were it not for 
the explicit promise of Christ Himself, who can neither deceive 
nor be deceived, that HE would remain with His Church for ever, 
and that He would send down upon it His Hoty Spirit, which 
would remain with it for all time, and teach it all truth. 

2. Now there are several points that we must keep in mind, 
when we are dealing with this subject. In the first place it is 
essential to remember that Christ is God. He could, therefore, 
look into the future, and could see exactly the manner in which 
His doctrine would be misinterpreted, misrepresented, and rejected 
by heretics and rebellious and obstinate men. He who beholds the 
most distant future as clearly as the actually present, knew full 
well that, unless safeguarded by Him, His teaching would become 
by degrees so mutilated, perverted, and corrupted, as to be scarcely 
recognizable. Further, being God, He was fully able to provide 
an adequate defence, which would secure purity of doctrine to the 
end of time. He Himself and His Holy Spirit would undertake 
that defence, and would “lead the Church into all truth,” and would 
“bring to its mind all that He had taught.” “Ye shall receive power,” 
said Our Lord to His Apostles, “when the Holy Ghost is come 
upon you, and ye shall be my witnesses both in Jersualem, and in 
all Judea and Samaria, and unto the uttermost parts of the earth” 
(Acts i, 8). Now, if they were constituted witnesses, it could be 
only of truth: and their testimony might always be relied upon, 
with absolute confidence, because they were acting, not in virtue 
of their own unaided strength, but in virtue of, and by the power 
of the Holy Ghost: “Ye shall receive power, when the Holy Ghost 
is come upon you.” 

With even still greater force and explicitness, the same truth 
is stated, by the beloved Disciple in the XIVth Chapter of his 
Gospel: “The Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, 
will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that 
I have said to you.” If that does not mean Infallibility, then I 
know not what it possibly can mean. 

And since this is a most important point, let us, before passing 
on, recall yet another text. St. John (xiv, 16) informs us that 
Our Divine Master addressing the Apostles, said: “I will ask the 
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Father, and He will give you another Comforter.” And for what 
purpose? Listen: “that He may be with you for ever, even the 
Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive.” These words 
contain a clear promise of infallibility. 

3. For it stands to reason, that the “Spirit of Truth” cannot 
be with a fallible Church. To declare that the “Spirit of Truth” 
is with every warring sect and with every conflicting church, and 
that God is teaching contradictory doctrines and irreconcilable 
creeds is to be guilty of blasphemy. No! It is as clear as the 
light of the day, that the Church of Christ must be by the very 
terms of its institution, an INFALLIBLE Church. No other cor- 
responds to Our Lord’s description. Thus, (a) He Himself is 
to remain with it for ever. How can He be truly said to be with a 
Church, if that Church can err? (b) The Holy Ghost is to bring 
to mind all whatsoever He has taught them. How is such a promise 
compatible with error? Either God can fail in His promises, or 
His Church is infallible. Be good enough to note further, (c) 
that Our Lord, when commanding His followers to obey His 
Church, makes no distinction between Himself and His Disciples. 
He tells them that when they listen to and obey His representatives, 
they are listening to, and obeying Him. “Who heareth you, heareth 
Me, and who despiseth you, despiseth Me.” Now, if the Church 
of God can teach error, in short, if the Church of God be not in- 
fallible, how can it be said that “in hearing it, we are hearing God 
Himself”? Clearly, these words imply that the Church enjoys the 
prerogative of infallibility. Nor is this all. If the Church were 
not infallible, God could not, in justice, have commanded all men, 
under pain of eternal damnation, to hear her voice. If an author- 
ity be not infallible, then it may err. If it may err, then we can- 
not always be under the strict obligation of obeying it and believ- 
ing it. It would be most unreasonable to attach the greatest of 
penalties to any refusal of belief in what is acknowledged through- 
out to be liable to mistakes and exposed to error. Since then Our 
Lord (d) threatens eternal damnation to all who will not accept 
the teaching of His Church, surely His Church must be infallible. 
“Go ye, and preach the Gospel . . . he that believeth and is bap- 
tised, shall be saved: but he that believeth not, shall be damned, 
or condemned” (Mark xvi, 15-16). It would be most unjust 
and unfair to condemn a man for doubting a purely human and 
fallible teacher. To be condemned to hell for all eternity, simply 











558 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY 


for holding a different view from a teacher, whom all acknowledge 
to be as liable to error as other men, and who lays no claim to in- 
fallibility, would be most outrageous and intolerable. So that we 
may assert, without the shadow of a doubt, that God never would 
and never could command all His creatures to “hear,” that is to 
say, to accept the teaching of an authority, under pain of eternal 
torment, unless He first secured such authority from all risk of 
error and from all possibility of heresy and spiritual corruption. 


4. Yet, there can be no doubt whatever but that God commands 
obedience, under the sanction of eternal death. “He that disbe- 
lieveth shall be damned.” Nothing less than this extreme penalty 
awaits those who, wilfully and deliberately, reject the teaching of 
the Apostles and their successors. Why this awful punishment? 
Why so terrible and so appalling a sanction? Obviously because, 
in disbelieving, such persons are disbelieving not fallible man, which 
could be no such enormous crime in the sight of God, but because 
they are refusing to believe the infallible words of God Himself, 
and despising, not the creature, but the sovereign Creator. “Who 
heareth you, heareth Me, and who despiseth you, despiseth Me” 
(Luke x, 16). 


We are told, in to-day’s Gospel, that “When the Spirit of Truth 
is come, He will teach us all truth.” That Blessed Spirit has now 
come, and dwells ever amongst us. We are, therefore, perfectly 
secure in the possession of the whole truth, as revealed by Jesus 
Christ. 


‘But, here we reach a most important conclusion. Since it is 
most unquestionably true that the Church of Christ is infallible, 
it follows, as night the day, that any church which is not infallible 
cannot be His Church. A fallible church in no way corresponds 
with the idea or the plan that Christ designed. His Church is 
“the Pillar and Ground of Truth” (I. Tim. iii, 15) to be believed 
without hesitation, without doubt, and as Christ Himself. 


But, what churches are infallible? Are there any among the 
immense multitude of so-called “Christian Churches” that even 
so much as lay claim to so grand a prerogative? No! There is 
not one single church but the Catholic and Roman Church that has 
ever dared to put forth a claim to infallibility. Quite the contrary. 
These other churches absolutely reject such a position, as absurd 
and meaningless. They even raise the finger of disdain at the 
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Catholic Church, and hold her up to scorn, because of her sublime 

claim, or what they prefer to call her “ridiculous pretensions.” 
They scarcely seem to be aware in so doing they are bear- 

ing a testimony, however unconscious, to the fact that the Catholic 


‘Church is the only true Church established by Christ, and the only 


one bearing His impress, and endowed with His special character. 

While the sects without exception repudiate all claim to infal- 
libility, and openly profess their inability to teach without at least 
the possibility of error, the Catholic Church has always asserted, 
and still does assert most emphatically, that she is the unerring 
guide and infallible teacher, established by Jesus Christ, for the 
salvation of the world. 

Let us express the syllogism thus: An infallible teacher exists 
somewhere, without doubt, for Christ has so declared. But, even 
according to their own showing, this unerring teacher does not 
abide with them. Therefore, the only conclusion we can come to 
is that he is to be found in the One Holy and Apostolic Catholic 
Church, which must therefore be the Church established by Christ. 

5. Further, every figure made use of by Our Lord suggests 
unity. He compares His Church to a) one flock, under one Shep- 
herd, to b) a vine, to c) a tree, to d) a living body. As the body 
is ONE and hath many members, and all the members of the body, 
though many, are ONE body, so also is Christ. So again: “In 
ONE spirit we were all baptized into ONE body” (1. Cor. xii, 12). 
He likewise speaks of His Church as e) a House, f) a City, and 
g) a Kingdom, all of which suggest UNITY as their most salient 
characteristic. And what is to be the source of this Unity? Truth. 
As error separtes men into various camps, so Truth draws them 
together in one body. Error is a prolific source of division: truth 
is a source of cohesion. 

Consider further, that while, on the one hand, Jesus Christ 
promised that His Church should be protected from all dangers, 
and that the “gates of hell should never prevail against it,” so, 
on the other hand, He declared that “Every kingdom divided against 
itself is brought to desolation, and every city or house divided 
against itself shall not stand” (Matt. xii, 25). 

6. From these two propositions, two consequences follow: First, 
that whatever may happen to other churches, His at all events will 
never be “divided against itself,” that is to say, there will be no 
differences of doctrine. Secondly, that wherever we detect such 
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divisions and differences of doctrine, we may rest assured that 
wherever else His Church may be, it most certainly is not there. 
If UNITY be a sign of the true Church, then any want of UNITY 
must be the sign of a false church. 

If, indeed, as we read in this day’s Gospel, “The Spirit of Truth 
has come, to teach us all Truth,” we must be all of one mind and 
of one heart, and believe in “one Lord, one Faith, and one Bap- 
tism.” 

7. In conclusion, then, let us return thanks to God, who has 
bestowed upon us, without any merit of our own, the unspeakably 
great gift of the true Faith. And let us strive to show our grati- 
tude, by becoming Catholics, not merely in name, but also in every 
truth, loyal, practical, and persevering. For, what will it avail us 
to possess the Faith, unless we practise it, and carry out all it pre- 
scribes! If the true Faith carries with it many privileges, it also 
carries with it many and great obligations. Bear that fact in mind, 
and act with generosity and zeal, and God will be ever near to you, 
to help your endeavor. Amen. 





FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 


THE BLESSINGS OF FAITH THROUGH CHRIST 
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BY THE REV. H. G. HUGHES 


“The Father Himself loveth you, because you have loved Me, and have 
believed that I came forth from God.”—John xvi, 27. 


SYNOPSIS.—Two subjects and two questions that have ever occupied 
men’s minds: in which true information is necessary for all. God and 
ourselves; What is God’s nature? and how do I stand towards Him? 

Reason teaches much; but only enough to show that we need to know 
wo that natural knowledge of God will not give us STRENGTH to do 
good. 

Reason teaches us that God is, and that He made me. Two great 
facts, indeed, influencing life. But not enough. 

What is the NATURE of God? A question of the mind, but also of the 
HEART. J want to know God’s CHARACTER. Does He LovE me, and care 
for me? Why did He make me? 

We might guess that He is good; we might hope that He loves us— 
this is all that nature and reason can do for us—there is evil as well as 
good in the world, and human life has its contradictions. Hence, with- 
out further light, man may fear that this hope is vain. This is no fancy 
—it is proved by experience; both in regard to philosophers before Christ, 

and savage races now. 





s 
y 
4 


SESS, 


ycseqede 








SERMONS ON THE GOSPELS OR EPISTLES 561 


The teachings of Faith. I, Thess. v, 5. II. Peter i, 19. God has 
spoken through Christ, and has given us the gift of Faith by which we 
receive His word. How we should thank God for faith, and how care- 
fully guard it. 

Faith is the beginning and foundation of our salvation. It leads to 
hope and to charity. It shows us God as our loving Father, asking for 
ouR love. John ii, 16—the message of faith. Of Christ, and of all 
He has done—by His death once, and now in His Church, by grace, Sac- 
Poegiony the word of God—we can say “He loved me, and gave Himself 

or ME.” 

Now life has a meaning: is full of a grand hope: God loves us be- 
cause we believe in His Son: “The Father Himself loveth you,” etc. 
He made me for Himself; Jesus leads me; Mary and the Saints pray 
for me. Such are the Blessings of Faith. May Mary pray for us, that 
¥ _ walk worthy of our vocation and come at last to see the face 
of Jesus. 


There are two subjects, dear brethren in Jesus Christ, that have 
in every age occupied the minds of thinking men; two questions 
for an answer to which the human heart instinctively cries out, 
and upon which true and well-established information is necessary 
for the well-being, not only of those who are led to consider these 
questions, but for the well-being of all mankind without exception, 
the learned and the unlearned, the thoughtful and the thoughtless 
alike. 

Those two subjects are God and ourselves; those two questions 
are: “What is the nature of that Almighty Being to whom I owe 
my existence?” and “How do I stand in regard to Him?” 

Reason, when rightly exercised, teaches men much concerning 
God and themselves—yet only enough to show that we need to 
know much more; only enough to prove that the best and highest 
natural reasoning will not give that strength for the accomplish- 
ment of good and the avoidance of evil which we feel must come 
to us from a source higher than ourselves. 

Reason teaches me that God is; that He made me. But that is 
not enough. By this teaching of reason, witnessed to by the uni- 
versal instinct and consent of mankind, I am indeed put into pos- 
session of two tremendous facts; facts which ought to make my 
outlook upon life very different from what it would be were those 
facts not true. For, since there is a God, and since I came from 
Him, I cannot rightly either think, or act, or be as if I owed my 
origin to the mere material laws of a blind evolution. 

There is a God: He made me:—two great truths indeed; but 
not enough; for they involve such questionings, such imperative 
questionings of the mind and heart that I cannot be satisfied, can- 
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not know how to conduct my life in the sight of my Creator, can- 
not tell what hope there is for me in the future, nor read life’s 
meaning aright unless I know more. 

And so men ask, and must ask to know more about the Nature 
of God, and how they themselves are situated in relation to their 
Maker. 

What is the Nature of God? I said, dear brethren, that this is 
an imperative question of the mind and heart. Not of the mind 
only. An abstract knowledge of the nature and attributes of God 
is valuable and useful, and has its necessary place in the scheme of 
Divine Truth. But I want rather to know—if I may reverently 
use the term—what is the character of God. Is He a stern Judge, 
and nothing more to me? Is He far removed from care and in- 
terest in regard to His creatures? Have pity, indulgence, fatherly 
care; has love a place among His attributes? And for myself, 
why did God make me? Why amI here? Can I aspire to friend- 
ship, even to union with that Almighty One whose power and 
majesty and wisdom, yes, and whose beauty and goodness, are 
shadowed forth in His vast creation round about me? 

Looking upon the wonders of this most beautiful world in which 
we live, we may surely dare to hope that the Maker of it is a God 
of Love, since so much of love and goodness appears in His works. 
We feel, too, that we cannot do without Him, that life is meaning- 
less if it lead us not to Him. 

But creation has its puzzles, and its seeming contradictions. 
There is evil in the world as well as good; there are hate and envy, 
and rude war and evil passions working dreadful misery upon the 
race of men. And life is a mystery too; within ourselves there is 
a seeming contradiction, a struggle between forces of good and 
evil, that fight between the flesh and spirit, between the upward 
movement of our higher aspirations and the downward tendency 
of our animal nature which is so great a riddle if it be not ex- 
plained. 

So, without some further teaching beyond what nature gives 
us, we might not a little fear that we were flattering ourselves 
with a vain hope in thinking of the great God as loving and 
fatherly, or that we can be united to Him. 

Dear brethren, this is not a fancy; for it has been the problem 
of the wisest of men, the anxious question of the greatest minds 
in those times before light shone from heaven to dispel the dark- 
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ness of doubt and fear; and those who have investigated the re- 
ligion of primitive races tell us that while there is a real belief in 
God underlying the superstition of their mythologies, their ideas 
of what God is, are vague in the extreme, while fear is the prin- 
cipal emotion which the thought of the Creator awakens in their 
minds. 

Therefore it is that man cannot be content without more light 
than nature gives; nor can the mass of men be truly happy, nor 
order well their lives without both light and strength beyond that 
which they find within themselves. 

But “all of you are the children of light, and children of the 
day: we are not of the night nor of darkness” (I. Thess. v, 5). 
These words of the Apostle St. Paul to the Thessalonians are 
true, thank God, of us. Beyond the teachings of nature and of 
reason we have that “more firm prophetical word” of which St. 
Peter wrote, “whereunto you do well to attend, as to a light that 
shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day-star arise 
in your hearts” (II. Peter i, 19). God Himself has spoken to us by 
His Son, and manifested Himself to us through Him; and He has 
given us a blessed gift, a new and supernatural power of percep- 
tion by which we are able to receive His message, to take to our- 
selves, to make our own, to believe and to live by the Truth He 
has revealed to us. And that gift is the holy gift of Faith, whereby 
we are able to say with the Apostles, in to-day’s Gospel: “Behold, 
Thou speakest plainly . . . now we know that Thou knowest all 
things, and Thou needest not that any man should ask Thee. By 
this we believe that Thou camest forth from God.” 

Brethren, how fervently ought we every day to thank God for 
the priceless gift of the Catholic Faith, by which the light has 
shone upon us; how jealously ought we to guard it and keep it un- 
sullied; to cherish it as a most precious possession, beyond riches 
and fame and honor! Others have heard the word of God, the 
truths of the Holy Catholic Faith, yet believe not. They are with- 
out the Gift of Faith, they are without that spiritual eye of faith 
that can discern the truth, without the spiritual taste that can 
appreciate its savor. Faith is the beginning, the very foundation 
of salvation, for it brings us to sure and certain hope, and it points 
the road by which we come to charity Divine, loving God and 
loved by Him, so that to us, as to the Apostles in the words of 
my text Christ says: “The Father Himself loveth you, because 
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you have loved Me, and have believed that I came forth from 
God.” And God, in His great mercy, has given this most precious 
gift to you and me. 

So, dear brethren, our doubts and fears are set at rest. Faith 
shows our God and Maker to us as Father and Friend who loves 
each one of us with a tenderness and intensity of love, with an 
affectionate constant care that have proved themselves, not only 
in gracious words, but in works, mighty works of love and grace 
more wonderful than the creation of a thousand worlds. And, 
loving us, He stoops to ask of us that we should love Him in re- 
turn. “God so loved the world that He sent His Only-begotten 
Son, that those who believe in Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life” (St. John ii, 16). 

There is the message of faith; there is the “more firm prophetical 
word” that dispels the darkness, and takes away doubt, and gives 
a glorious assurance of everlasting life and joy to come. 

And of that Divine Saviour, who came to teach us God’s love, 
who having proceeded from all Eternity in the Bosom of the God- 
head as Word and Son of the Father “came forth,” also, “from 
God” in time by His Incarnation; of Him who came to prove 
God’s love for us, who did prove it and does prove it, once by 
death and the shedding of His Blood, now, in His Church, daily, 
hourly, by His graces, by the Sacraments, by His word, above all, 
by the gift to us of Himself in the Sacrament of His love—of 
Him, and of all He has done, we can each say truly with St. Paul, 
“He loved me, and gave Himself for me’; all He did was done 
for me. 

Now life has a meaning; now, for us, it is full of a grand hope; 
now, by God’s own revelation and by the blessed gift of faith by 
which we believe that Jesus, our risen Saviour, came forth from 
God, we have that knowledge of God, and of our relations to Him 
which is indeed life eternal—“to know God and Him whom He 
has sent.” Now, by those Divine ordinances which faith has 
brought within our reach, we have a source of supernatural strength 
that will enable us to conquer sin in the power of the Holy Cross 
and of the Name of Jesus. 

God—I know it now—is my most dear and loving Father. Jesus 
has said it: “The Father Himself loveth you, because you have 
loved Me, and have believed that I came forth from God.” I am 
God’s cherished child. So greatly, so truly does He love me, that 
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He desires that I shall love Him, He will not be satisfied without 
my love, He commands me to love Him above all things. He has 
made me for nothing less than Himself: Jesus, my Saviour, take 
me by the hand and lead me on from strength to strength, till I 
shall come “to the courts of God, even of the living God.” And 
ever, at the ear of Her Son, a gracious Queen pleading for me 
with the King of Heaven, is Mary, His Immaculate Mother, whom 
I can claim for Mother also, who is indeed “our life, our sweet- 
ness, and our hope.” There is, too, the “great cloud of witnesses,” 
the saints our brethren, whose prayers for us go up to the Throne 
of God. Such are the blessings which faith brings with it. Shall 
we not thank God for this precious gift of faith, shall we not strive 
to live by our faith, lifting ourselves up above the things of earth, 
that our conversation may be in heaven, where dwell God our 
Father, and Jesus, and the saints and angels of God. 

May Mary, our most gracious Advocate, turn ever Her com- 
passionate eyes upon us, that, strong in the faith that is in us, 
walking worthy of the vocation with which we are called, mindful 
of the great dignity of our immortal souls made by God’s Almighty 
Hand and redeemed by the Blood of Christ; scorning evil and 
sin, growing ever in grace and charity, we may merit after our 
exile in this vale of tears to look with Her and with all God’s 
elect ones upon that sweet face of Jesus, one smile of which will 
in an instant solace all griefs and banish all tears for ever—the 
face of Jesus, our most dear Redeemer and most loving Lord. 











OCCASIONAL SERMONS 


OBSEQUIES OF REV. JOSEPH WISSEL, C.SS.R. 


SERMON DELIVERED ON SEPTEMBER 7, IQI2, BY THE 
REV. EDWARD M. WEIGEL, C.SS.R., OF BALTIMORE 


“Behold a great priest who in his days pleased God and was found just.” 


We are gathered here to-day to pay the last honors to a truly 
great priest, who pleased God and was found just. The death of 
good Father Joseph Wissel, which occurred last Saturday, is sin- 
cerely lamented by prelates, priests and people. The Church has 
lost a staunch defender, the diocese has lost one who was an 
ornament to the priesthood, the Redemptorist Order deplores the 
departure of one of its most zealous missionaries, while the people 
cherish the memory of one who like another St. Paul gladly spent 
himself for their souls. 

Nearly sixty years ago, in this very sanctuary of St. Peter’s, 
the venerable servant of God, Bishop Neumann, raised to the 
dignity of the priesthood a young man in the prime of life, who 
was destined under Providence to be an efficient instrument for 
incalculable good. As when the mantle of Elias fell upon Eliseus 
and filled him with the spirit of God, so it would appear that the 
zeal, the piety, the devotedness of Bishop Neumann were imparted 
to our deceased confrére. From the day of his ordination until 
his death, in his eighty-third year, the life of good Father Wissel 
was an uninterrupted series of labors undertaken solely for God, 
for the Church, for souls. 

In this very sanctuary he received his commission to go forth 
to preach the Gospel. Here he began that glorious, fruitful apos- 
tolate which extended to twenty-nine dioceses in the United States, 
North, South, East and West; to the Dominion of Canada, to New 
Brunswick, Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Islands. It seems 
almost incredible that a man could accomplish so much in a life- 
time. The record, stated in cold figures, is an astounding one. 
Think of a missionary who conducted and preached over 1,000 
missions and retreats, who preached retreats to the clergy more 
than 100 times, who up to the time of his golden jubilee nine years 
ago had traveled 340,000 miles in the exercise of his ministry. 
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During his life of untiring activity he heard approximately 500,000 
confessions, offered the Holy Sacrifice more than 20,000 times, 
while the number of his sermons and instructions exceeded 10,000. 

Gifted with an iron constitution, he seemed never to tire; he 
never shrank from difficulties and hardships. He was extremely 
regular in his habits; abstemious, never exceeding the bounds of 
moderation. Rising at four in the morning, the hours of the long 
day before him were usefully employed. 

Here we may mention an extraordinary incident. A few weeks 
before his death he said to his reverend nephew: “Looking back 
over my long life, I can truthfully say that I never wasted one 
hour of time.” Unconsciously he pronounced his own grandest 
eulogy, while his casual remark gives the key, the explanation of 
the great amount of labor he accomplished. 

Being a preacher of marked ability, he was in constant requisi- 
tion on special occasions. He never refused an appeal of this sort, 
even where it implied personal sacrifice and grave inconvenience. 
On the missions his striking appearance, powerful voice, the pro- 
found conviction that manifested itself in word and mien and 
gesture invariably made the deepest impression. Frank and for- 
cible as a speaker, he never minced his words and could not deal in 
honeyed language, yet none could speak with greater tenderness of 
feeling and devotion than our zealous missionary in his discourses 
on the Blessed Mother of God, the Refuge of Sinners. Father 
Wissel was a close student of St. Thomas Aquinas and of the early 
Fathers. From the storehouse of his wide, practical experience 
and his intimate knowledge of men and affairs he gladly imparted 
lessons to the young levites whom he trained for their future 
apostolic career. He enjoyed the confidence of Bishops who con 
sulted him in matters of moment. In fact, he was at one time 
about to be nominated bishop of an important See, but his pro- 
found humility thwarted the nomination. The intimate friendship 
existing between him and the late Archbishop Ryan of happy mem- 
ory was well known. Always dignified, always reserved, his de- 
meanor ever betokened the priest of God. 

As a religious he was a model to all in the observance of the 
rules and the daily spiritual exercises. His spirit of poverty was 
such that whenever he returned from missions he gave the superior 
an itemized account of his expenses, even noting the penny for a 
newspaper. Humbly submissive, his spirit of childlike obedience 








568 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY 


was most edifying. Bound by a double vow of chastity as priest 
and religious, he guarded that delicate flower with the greatest cir- 
cumspection. Thus he bore the sweet yoke of Christ to his dying 
day and carried the nuptial garment of his priestly and religious 
vows without stain before God’s tribunal. Truly was he one of 
“those men of mercy whose godly deeds have not failed; ruling 
over the people and by the strength of wisdom instructing the 
people in most holy words.” 

Here in St. Peter he assumed the burden, and here he laid 
down his burden at the feet of the Most Holy Redeemer and at the 
feet of the bishop who sent him forth. He died as he had desired, 
‘in the harness,’ on the battlefield. The Mother whom he had loved, 
whose praises he had sung, called her devoted son home on the 
day of her Nativity. Thus lived, thus labored, thus died Father 
Wissel, the worthy priest, the indefatigable missionary, the true 
son of St. Alphonsus, the zealous follower of the Great High Priest. 
His name and fame and renowned deeds may not be emblazoned 
on the pages of history, no voluminous biography may be pub- 
lished, no stately monument erected over his last resting-place, 
but the angel of God has kept a faithful record in the Book of Life. 
What an inspiration, what a lesson must the life of such a priest 
be to us all in this age of ease and self-indulgence. Yes, dear, 
good friend and father, we lay our tribute of affection and grati- 
tude on your casket. May we all profit by your wise counsels, 
prudent direction and incentives to virtue. You have pointed the 
way. We shall try to follow. Your life’s work is done; you com- 
mended your soul and your priesthood into the hands. of the 
Eternal High Priest; you bowed your head and pronounced your 
‘consummatum est.’ Our prayers will follow you. ‘Lamb of God, 
who takest away the sins of the world, grant to the soul of Father 
Joseph Wissel eternal rest. Amen.’ ” 
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PROFESSION OF NOVICES AT ST. ELIZABETH’S 
CONVENT, CORNWELLS 


SERMON BY THE REV. WILLIAM J. HIGGINS, S.T.L. 


Reverend Fathers and Sisters and dear brethren: We have been 
sent into this world for the service of God. That is the object of 
our existence here on earth, and you, my dear Sisters, have realized 
in a very high sense that it is your supreme duty on earth to serve 
God in time in order to be happy with Him through eternity. You 
have learned that the service of Almighty God consists in the 
knowledge, in the cultivation, in the constant pursuit of virtue. 
Real and lasting happiness comes from the exercise of virtue. 
Neither riches nor honors nor pleasures can of themselves bring 
us happiness. You, my dear Sisters, who have entered the religious 
life, and you especially who to-day make solemn consecration of 
your lives to Almighty God, will make more and more progress in 
the exercise of virtue if you consider constantly those relationships 
which bind us to Almighty God. 

In the first place, we recognize the relationship of Creator and 
creature. Out of nothingness He has brought us into being. He 
has not made us part of the inanimate creation, to do His law by 
instinct, by force. He has made us a little less than the angels, 
having given to us an immortal soul, with wonderful powers to 
know, to judge, to discern. He has given to us the great gift of 
free will, whereby we may spurn that which is evil and choose 
that which is good. He has endowed us with memory to recall 
the events of the past and cherish the souvenirs of God’s gifts and 
graces to us. He could have created many others who would have 
served Him better. But through infinite love and mercy He has 
created us to serve Him faithfully for a short time here, that we 
might be rewarded with an eternal happiness. Therefore, being 
creatures, the great law of our life is the service of our Creator. 

Throughout our life we must adore the Eternal God, because 
He is infinitely worthy of our love and adoration. Our whole life, 
our thoughts, our words and actions must be engaged in returning 
Him thanks for the many graces He has conferred on us each day 
of our existence, for having called us to a Christian life, for having 
brought us into His own true Church by Baptism, for having forti- 
fied us through Confirmation, and for having given to us His 
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Sacred Body and Blood for our daily food and nourishment. Oh, 
what an inestimable privilege not to be wandering about in pagan- 
ism and in the darkness of barbarism, but to be brought into His 
own Christian family! 

And you who have received the special grace of a religious voca- 
tion cannot cease to render to God thanks for the great favors 
He has bestowed upon you. There is given to you daily the privi- 
lege of going to Almighty God and of asking Him for favors for 
your own souls, for those committed to your charge, for those with 
whom you are associated in the noble works in which you are en- 
gaged, and for those who are buried in sin and forgetfulness of 
their Creator. 

The greatest of us is very poor indeed, and yet Almighty God, 
being our Creator, accepts of us the offering of whatever our weak 
lives can give to Him, and the relationship of creature imposes on 
us the obligation of being resolute in all our endeavors and in 
coming to Almighty God daily with promises on our lips and de- 
termination in our hearts to do His will and to be obedient to His 
law. 

There is a more tender and endearing relation between us and 
the Eternal God than that of Creator and creature, since we have 
been made children of the Eternal Father. In the prayer which 
He has taught us to say, we speak to Him as to our Father who 
is in heaven. We are privileged to go to this great Creator, who is 
Eternal, Omnipotent, Omniscient, with the prayer of Father on 
our lips, and since He is our Father, we are His children. He is 
a good Father, ready to bestow on us all the consideration and 
kindness of a gentle, loving father. But that imposes on us the 
great obligation of being dutiful children, of having great reverence 
and respect for our Eternal Father, of having not a servile fear 
of Him, but a filial fear of offending Him, since He cherishes us 
with an eternal love, nourishes us with an infinite care and watches 
over us with an unwavering affection. 

There is another relationship which binds us still closer to the 
Eternal God. Man by his disobedience lost the grace and favor 
of God and closed against himself the portals of heaven. Then 
the Eternal Father, in His love for His erring children, in His 
desire to bring them back to His friendship and love, sent His 
Only-begotten Son into this world in order to redeem us, in order 
to win back the favors we had lost, in order to open the gates of 
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heaven to man. He sent His Only-begotten Son into this world 
to be our Redeemer and, therefore, we have the relationship to 
Almighty God of the redeemed. 

But, my dear friends, we know well what it cost the Eternal 
Son of God to redeem us and to satisfy the offended justice of 
the Eternal Father and to win back for us the love and friendship 
of Almighty God. We know what it cost Jesus Christ—three-and- 
thirty years of sorrow, of suffering, of persecutions by not only 
enemies, but by those he made his friends. It cost Him treachery 
and treason and ingratitude. And it must be the frequent consid- 
eration of every Christian striving for perfection to study the days 
and years of our Saviour’s life here on earth, the hardships and 
trials He endured in order to open the gates of heaven for fallen 
man. It is only by reflecting upon His sorrows, trials and afflic- 
tions that we can realize what it means to have been redeemed 
from Satan’s power, to be taken back from the mouth of hell to 
be restored to life, peace and happiness. It cost our Divine Lord 
His blood to redeem us. He was willing to be nailed to the Cross 
and suffer the agony of death in order to win our souls; therefore 
it is as the Scriptures tell us, that we are not our own, for we have 
been bought by a great price. It shows us that Almighty God loves 
our souls much better than we could ever love them, that He is 
more interested in our salvation than we are. He is more anxious 
to save us than we are to be saved. No matter how much we may 
plan or strive to mortify ourselves, we are doing very little to 
gain the eternal salvation which Jesus Christ purchased by so much 
sorrow and by His agonizing death. So the relationship of the 
redeemed to the Redeemer must stir up in our souls a great grati- 
tude to Almighty God and a willingness to contend with the little 
difficulties of each day and to model our lives after His as far as 
we can. 

Besides being our Redeemer, Jesus Christ has made Himself 
our Advocate. He was not content and satisfied with the trials 
and sufferings of His life here on earth; He was willing that in 
heaven He should be our mediator. He it is who stands between 
the wrath of God and us. He it is who, sitting at the right hand 
of the Father, stays the right hand of Justice, which is so often 
raised to smite us on account of our many transgressions. He is 
constantly pleading with the Eternal Father for those for whom 
He has suffered. He points to the marks in His wounded hands 
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and feet. He pleads with the Eternal Father by reason of the sac- 
rifice He has made, and day in and day out He offers Himself to 
His Father as the eternal mediator crying out for mercy for us 
who forget so easily, who so easily fall away from the practice 
of our holy religion. Hence the best of us, all of us, must be 
grateful to our Divine Master because He is our Advocate. In 
the hour of trial and difficulty it should engender in our hearts a 
great confidence in our Divine Saviour, a feeling that there is one 
to whom we may go, who will understand us, who will know our 
difficulties, who will understand exactly the trouble of our wounded 
hearts and who is willing to pour balm into our souls. 

As was stated in the beginning, we purchase happiness by the 
practice of virtue. There is no other bargain that we can make 
with the Eternal God than to tread in the footsteps of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. To be like unto Him we must know what virtue is. 

Virtue is doing good, keeping the law of God. Our Divine 
Master has given us many means of practicing virtue. He has 
given us a conscience, which is a sure and safe guide to those 
who are willing to listen to its voice. Conscience tells us what 
is the law, the standard by which our lives should be meas- 
ured, He has given to us the Church, the living voice which 
tells us what is right and wrong, what is noble, heroic, best 
for us in life. It is the Church alone who can tell us how 
we should model our lives in order to develop our character ac- 
cording to Jesus Christ. It is our holy religion that engenders 
in us the great virtue of faith. And for you, dear religious, it 
must be the foundation of all striving. There will be no perse- 
verance without a strong, solid, intelligent and withal a childlike 
faith in all that God has revealed to us. 

We cannot with safety minimize the doctrines of the Church. 
We must accept without question and cheerfully the mysteries of 
our holy religion. We must love them, fearing lest at any time 
that the faith which has been implanted in our souls by Baptism 
and nourished by the frequent reception of the Sacraments and 
holy prayer should at any time waver, fearing lest we harbor at 
any time in our souls the slightest doubt against those sublime 
truths which have been handed down to us from the days of the 
Apostles by the martyrs, confessors, doctors and virgins and by 
the example of so many who have striven day after day to realize 
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in their lives the truths which are not of men, but have come down 
to us from above. 

And while we lay the foundation of a solid faith we will culti- 
vate hope and trust in the promises of God. Almighty God has 
promised us many things. He has promised us much aid and com- 
fort in this life and a beautiful future with Him in the world 
beyond. Let us never have the slightest distrust in His promises. 
He is all powerful. He is able to fulfill, Men promise things and 
afterwards they are unable or unwilling to grant them. Almighty 
God is constant, loyal. He has promised great things. He will 
give them to us with certainty. It is supernatural hope that will 
strengthen us in the struggle for eternity. It will teach us to know 
that He will give us credit for what we do far beyond our deserts. 
The slightest thought, word or deed for Him shall in due time be 
rewarded. That trust, that confidence we call hope will, my dear 
Sisters, throughout the days of our religious profession be a source 
of joy and consolation. 

With faith and hope, charity, the queen of virtues, must flourish 
in your souls. “By this shall all men know that you are My dis- 
ciples, that you have love one for another’—love first for God, 
who has created us, redeemed and adopted us. “Let us love God 
because God first hath loved us.” After love of God then love 
your fellow-creatures. It is love for others that has brought you, 
under the guidance of God, into this religious community, a desire 
to communicate some of the graces which God has poured into 
your souls for the benefit of others, a desire to bring the light of 
the Gospel to the Indian and Colored peoples, who have been neg- 
lected so long, who have been oftentimes cast aside because they 
did not interest the zeal of even good and holy people. But you, 
my dear Sisters, beholding in the Indian and Colored races gifts 
of the Creator, you have given up your lives to evangelize these 
abandoned people. This is a high, unselfish love. There is nothing 
of human frailty in it. There can come no adequate reward in 
this life for such zeal to work for those who have been so aban- 
doned. Those who enter this religious life must have a pure and 
holy vocation, and must be sustained by favors and graces of Al- 
mighty God. Hence there is no doubt that the great virtue of 
charity will increase in your souls day by day by the zealous pur- 
suit of the work in which you are engaged. 

Having acquired the virtues of faith, hope and charity in their 
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plenitude, the moral virtues will present no difficulty. In your souls 
will be found the cardinal virtues of prudence, justice, fortitude 
and temperance. Prudence will direct you aright. It is the un- 
erring instinct which will direct you to choose the right things at 
the right time and when to restrain your soul and when to give it 
vent. 

Through the virtue of justice you will learn to render to every 
one what is his due. Render to God first what is due to Him— 
obedience, devotion, constant zeal in His service. To superiors, 
obedience, respect, confidence in their judgments. It will teach 
you to render to your associates what is due to them and what be- 
longs to equals and inferiors. 

Fortitude will give you great courage in the hour of trial, dis- 
couragement and temptation. It will enable you to do heroic things 
for Christ. When sickness, or tepidity, or duties against which 
our human frailty rebels, weigh upon us, fortitude will nerve us to 
the struggle and to the victory. 

Temperance will teach you to use all those things which God has 
placed in your power for His work and His glory. 

With the cultivation of virtue, my dear Sisters, there will come 


the development of character. Through the practice of virtue the 
image of Christ will come into your souls; and after a few short 
years of trial here you will go by the mercy and goodness of God 
to a happiness that will be secure and unending. 








CONFERENCES FOR THE CHILDREN OF MARY 


BY THE REV. REYNOLD KUEHNEL 
VI. Tue Practica LIFE 


My dear Children of Mary: Many a girl wastes her time dream- 
ing idle dreams when she should be applying herself faithfully to 
the work that will fit her for her actual station in life. She builds 
castles in the air and fondly dreams that her imaginations will come 
true. Sentimental novels greatly encourage such dreams. And 
then comes the time when the air-castles crumble and the poor 
girl awakens to reality and she finds that real life is altogether dif- 
ferent from the fictitious world portrayed in gushy novels. And 
this girl is likely to find the dreamed-of mansion of gold very much 
beyond her reach. 

The Blessed Virgin Mary, when a girl, did not waste time in 
idle dreams, but was ever mindful of the duties that were to train 
her for her future years. She was zealous in learning the domestic 
sciences so that, after she had completed her studies in the school of 
the temple, she might be a help to her aged mother, St. Anne. 

The early girlhood years of the Blessed Virgin Mary thus teach 
you to be diligent in performing the duties proper to your state of 
life and condition. They teach you to look at life as it is, and not 
as it might be; in other words, to be practical. 

Many of you are so situated that you must try and become bread- 
winners for the family. Where a family is large, and for some 
reason the income is not sufficient to support the whole family, the 
older children, boys and girls, must go to work and help with their 
earnings to support the rest. 

In this way we meet with little heroes and heroines whom God 
and His angels love and admire for their willing effort. The pic- 
tures of these little heroes and heroines do not appear in the daily 
papers, and the world thinks them commonplace. But no mat- 
ter. It is enough that God knows us and our work. He will re- 
ward more abundantly, in His own good time, than the world ever 
could reward. 

I knew a family of which the father and mother died in quick 
succession, leaving eight children, of which the oldest boy and girl 
were fifteen and sixteen years, respectively. Neighbors and rela- 
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tives were profuse in words of sympathy and advice, and that was 
as far as they could or would go. They arranged to separate the 
children, putting the smaller ones in an orphan home, while the 
older ones were to dig for themselves. The oldest boy, however, 
would not listen to that plan. He had just finished one year in col- 
lege, for it had been his desire to be a priest. But when the fam- 
ily was bereft of both father and mother he considered it the will 
of God to give up his studies for a while and to go to work. So 
he did. His oldest sister became the little mother to her younger 
brothers and sisters, also doing a little sewing for neighbors 
in order to add a little to the meagre wages her brother earned. 
And so this brother and sister worked faithfully to bring up their 
smaller brothers and sisters. Finally, when the youngest child was 
fourteen years of age the oldest brother, who had left college for 
the sake of the old home, went back to finish his studies, and he is 
now a priest. 

Neighbors and relatives were surprised over the common sense 
this boy and girl showed in their efforts to keep up a home for the 
smaller children. Of course, you may be sure that that father 
and mother in Heaven prayed for their children, and that the bless- 
ing of God was upon that little household. Everyone admired this 
boy of fifteen years who worked and managed as though he were 
at least ten years older. And the oldest girl was equally heroic in 
her way. The coat and dress of last year was considered plenty 
good enough by her, because she kept all her dresses neat and 
clean. She had no desire for young men’s company, never saw the 
inside of a theatre, never attended a picnic or the like, for the 
simple reason that she did not want to spend any of the hard-earned 
money, every penny of which was needed for the support of the 
home. And she did not feel it was proper for her to allow a young 
man to spend money upon her since she had no desire to marry, 
for the time being at least. 

It is a credit to the human race that there are such heroes and 
heroines among us. We are not likely to hear much of them, 
for they have neither the desire nor the opportunity to advertise 
themselves. 

If all girls had the common sense of this little mother I might 
leave the rest unsaid. But seeing how prone many are to be giddy 
and reckless, let us consider some of the practical points of life, 
and especially of life in the present day. 
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A great many girls who are expected to contribute to the sup- 
port of the family are of the impression that if they look out for 
themselves, and buy their own clothes, they do all that can be ex- 
pected of them. While it is true that they lessen the family 
expense by paying for their own clothing and other incidental out- 
lays, it can hardly be justified from the point of charity that they 
are concerned exclusively about their own comfort while their 
brothers and sisters are often in want of even the necessities of life. 

Again, there are girls who, as soon as they earn their daily bread 
for themselves, consider the home nothing more than a boarding- 
house, that may be exchanged for another if in meals or treatment 
their exactions are not fully complied with. 

These girls, after their day’s work in store or factory, come home 
to play the lady—because they pay for all they get! The poor 
mother remains the drudge and slave of the family, the cook and 
maid of all work. She must wash and scrub, and above all, must 
keep the room of her young daughter in apple-pie order because 
she is being paid for the work! The young lady takes her meal 
and idles away the evening, she may entertain company, or be taken 
out to a show or dance. 

No one with an ounce of common sense can approve of such a 
condition. Conduct such as this only breeds selfishness. In whole- 
some family life, however, there is no place for selfishness. It 
must be the highest type of charity and sacrifice. If your fathers 
and mothers were selfish, looking out only for their own comfort 
and enjoyment, where would your three square meals a day come 
from? Where would the care come from that you expect in sick- 
ness? Where would your shelter and bed come from? 

The moment you begin to see that your help is needed in the 
household do not be stingy; and never look upon home as a board- 
ing-house that you may quit for another any time it pleases you. 
Never consider your parents your servants, but treat them as your 
dearest and most loving benefactors. When you see that others 
of the family need little odds and ends do not spend every penny 
you earn upon yourself, but try to help, and begin to learn that it 
is more pleasant to give than to take. 

Even where poverty does not exist it is unwise, for many rea- 
sons, that you should spend your money for sham jewelry, and for 
the thousand and one things that the vagaries of fashion make 
appear indispensable. Supposing that you or your parents should 
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meet with misfortune; that you or your parents, owing to sickness 
or lack of work, should be deprived of regular income, what will 
happen if you have squandered all your money as fast as you 
earned it? 

Life in the real world, not the world pictured in gushy books, 
means service and self-denial, and if you do not accustom yourself 
to save and to deny yourselves you will very likely be a miserable 
failure. 

There are girls who hanker for everything they see. They can- 
not voluntarily deny themselves a single pleasure or luxury. When 
life begins to teach these girls the severe lessons of self-denial they 
behave like little children to whom a stern mother denies some use- 
less gewgaws. 

For your own peace of mind, and for the sake of happiness, 
never buy all the things you might buy, and never desire to take 
part in every pleasure. You can get along very easily without 
them. And here I want to warn you of the dangers of the 
installment plan. You read of how you may buy jewelry, cloth- 
ing, furniture and all that, at so much per week. The frailty of 
human nature is played upon most cleverly. The advertisements 
tell you that one needs not be rich to have jewels, stylish clothing 
and other luxuries of wealthy people. They tell you that even the 
poorest can be supplied with all the rich have at so much per week. 
All of which is a snare to catch the pennies of the people. Many 
a girl allured by these advertisements will be paying for some sham 
jewelry on the installment plan, only to learn that if she wanted 
to sell it she could not get one half of what she has paid for it. She 
is in need of a dress, but she cannot have it because she has to 
continue her installments or lose all she has paid before. 

Learn the lessons of self-denial. Deprive yourselves even of 
things you might have. There may come a time when you will 
be called upon to deny yourselves something you badly need but 
cannot afford to buy. If you learn this lesson in time life will not 
appear so hard when trials come. 

Be practical, therefore. Learn to take things as they are, not as 
they might be or as you would want them to be. 

If people only realized how much good we can do by depriving 
ourselves of something unnecessary to give to others some of the 
necessities of life, they could not be as hard-hearted and selfish as 
so often they are. 
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We have a beautiful example of charity in the little girl who 
asked her father to give her the money instead of the gold watch 
he wished to give her for her first Holy Communion. -Curious to 
know what she would do with the money, her father did as she 
asked. When he inquired what she had done with the money 
he was told that she had bought a Communion dress for a girl 
whose poor mother was unable to buy the dress. Do you not think 
that this kindly and unselfish act gave this good girl by far greater 
joy than the costly watch could have given her? And the poor 
girl she made happy surely offered up fervent prayers for her, and 
God must have bestowed His special graces upon this good girl to 
reward her for this self-denial and act of charity. 

Try to realize that the Blessed Virgin was at one time a girl 
of your own age. Remember that she was always willing to per- 
form her every-day duties as she saw them. And pray that you, 
as her children, may be worthy of so holy a mother. 





CONFERENCES FOR BOYS 


BY THE REV. R. KUEHNEL 
XXX. ScANDAL 


My Dear Boys: A great many boys do not know what scandal 
really means. They give scandal and they take it and yet they do 
not know, and sometimes will not want to know, the real meaning 
of the word. Most people understand by scandal the spreading of 
tales injurious to reputations. To discover some hidden or imag- 
inary fault of a neighbor, to spread as widely as possible, and 
thereby to cause all sorts of mischief, is only one of the ways of 
giving scandal. 

It is a mistake, however, to take a part for a whole. Scandal 
means more than that. Scandal means the force of bad example. 
And bad example finds its force of doing harm in our inclination 
towards evil. Inclination towards evil is one of the wounds that 
original sin has inflicted upon mankind. This evil inclination in- 
duces us to discern and to follow the evil example of others. We 
may see just as much, and even more, good example. But there 
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is greater attraction and more plausibility in evil example. If 
we see So-and-so doing something wrong we at once ask: if he 
can do so why should we do otherwise? Do we ever draw a 
similar conclusion when we see others giving a good and noble 
example? We even suspect and question the good motive of those 
who give a good example. Now if our good inclination was as 
strong as our evil inclination we would find it easier to be uplifted 
and inspired by good example than to be dragged down and tempted 
by bad example. Keeping this idea in mind, the true meaning of 
scandal will be more readily understood. 

Any sin in word, action or omission, committed in the presence 
of others and causing them, or giving them, the occasion of spir- 
itual harm is scandal. Thesinof scandal will be venial or mor- 
tal, depending upon the sin thus committed. If the sin committed 
in the presence of others is a mortal sin, the scandal resulting there- 
from will likewise be a mortal sin. To give you some examples 
of scandal I might, for instance, mention filthy talk, passing 
around bad books or pictures, missing holy Mass on a Sunday and 
boasting of it, making fun of others who are faithful to their re- 
ligious duties. For, as I explained to you before, the bad exam- 
ple given by word or action tempts others to act in a like manner. 

Some people make light of scandal by saying: “Well, no one 
need do as I do unless he wants to. They know well enough.” 
It is true that we know well enough. But, owing to evil inclina- 
tion, knowing and doing are two different things. The fact re- 
mains that by doing wrong in the presence of others we give 
scandal. 

The kind of scandal to which you are most exposed at your age 
is bad company. 

- There is no need of telling you that the devil is aware of your 
good will, of the instructions you have received and are still re- 
ceiving, and of the means of grace you have at your disposal. If 
he were to appear to you in his horrible person, dread and fear 
might kill you on the spot. You would never think of committing 
even a venial sin. But he wants your soul and he will try to 
destroy all the good that has been done for you. He wants to 
pluck from your heart all the good instructions you have received ; 
he wants to rob you of all your merits; he wants to keep you away 
from the means of grace, for he knows only too well that the more 
use you make of them, particularly of holy Communion, the harder 
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it is for him to get a hold upon you. To bring this about he will 
send bad company to do the dirty work for him. And bad com- 
pany does that kind of work with a vengeance. Bad companions 
will tell you how foolish it is to pray, how silly to receive the Sac- 
raments ; they will tell you that life is short and that we cheat our- 
selves if we do not enjoy its few pleasures. For many boys these 
and similar ideas of their bad companions are like sweet music. 
That is exactly the talk they like to listen to. With bad company 
showing them how, they learn only too gladly. So you can see 
the devil has some mighty good and able workers in this world 

In your factories and shops you will be exposed more than any- 
where else to bad company. It is there you will hear the foulest 
talk, the dirtiest stories, and the most blasphemous remarks about 
God and religion. If a complaint to the foreman or the managers 
will be of no help, but will rather tend to make matters worse, and 
if you cannot get work at another place, all you can do will be to 
take it in quietly and say nothing. Pray silently that the tempta- 
tion may not harm you and that God may forgive the wicked things 
that are said. Of course, it is understood that you must never 
pick any such boys to be your friends. Let them be ever so funny 
and entertaining otherwise, it makes them so much the more dan- 
gerous. Treat such fellow-workers with kindness and considera- 
tion, but at the same time keep them at a distance. One of them 
may speak to you about going to see some show. From what you 
are being told, it is one of the kind you would not dare to take 
your mother or sister to see. Your common sense will tell you 
that if it is not fit to be seen by them, neither is it right for you to 
see it. Keep away from the class of boys that frequent places of 
doubtful character. Bad company may want to poison your mind 
by speaking of the faults of parents or priests, and in this manner 
endeavor to undermine respect and love and obedience towards 
your superiors. Do not listen to such talk. It is nothing but bait 
of the devil. 

So far it has been taken for granted that you are the innocent 
and suffering party. However, it will not be amiss to examine 
yourself and see whether you have not been guilty of giving scan- 
dal to others. And here it will be well to call your attention to 
your responsibility towards younger brothers and sisters. The 
older children of a family are the assistants and helpers of the 
parents in bringing up the younger children. By their example 
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they either help their parents or they frustrate all their efforts. The 
good example of an older brother will be a great help for the par- 
ents and an inspiration for the younger children. But also will the 
bad example of an older brother be imitated by the younger 
children. 

Do you ever speak of the faults of your parents to your younger 
brothers or sisters? Do you ever talk back to your parents when 
they want you to do or leave something? As the younger chil- 
dren begin to understand that you no longer obey your parents 
they will soon want to know why they should obey. Are you 
guilty of using unbecoming language in the presence of younger 
brothers or sisters? Do you brag about any of your sins to them, 
as, for instance, cursing, foul talk and the like? Have you ever 
spoken to them of worse things than this? If you are guilty of 
any scandal towards your own flesh and blood, your younger broth- 
ers and sisters, the malice of it is all the greater, because your 
brothers and sisters are the ones you should love most dearly, next 
to your parents. 

“It is impossible that scandals should not come: but woe to him 
through whom they come.” “It is better for him that a millstone 
should be hanged about his neck and that he should be drowned 
in the depth of the sea.” These words of our dear Saviour give 
us to understand in the plainest words what He thinks of scandal. 
Our Divine Saviour was all kindness and mercy and charity. He 
had a kindly smile and a gentle word for the greatest sinners if they 
were but repentant. Yet He would rather see a man mercilessly 
drowned than have him give scandal. 

For your guidance it will be best to lay down the following 
rules of conduct, that you may never be guilty of this terrible sin. 

In the first place, avoid every mortal sin. You know how readily 
bad example is taken. If in the past you have been guilty of 
scandal, all you can do is to make up for it as best you can. You 
must try and bring those you have scandalized back to virtue. You 
will have to give good example by your life so as to make up for 
the bad example; and, finally, pray much and pray earnestly that 
no evil results may follow from your wicked actions. 

Some years ago a Catholic young lawyer opened an office in one 
of our large cities. He was of a good and pious family. One 
of his first callers was another lawyer, who welcomed him to the 
city, wished him success and gave him some advice. “Above all 
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things,” he said, “if you want to make headway in this town you 
will have to give up going to church. I was brought up a Catholic, 
too, but I got over it. It’s all right to pass off as a Catholic 
sometimes—to get Catholic votes if you run for some office—but 
otherwise I don’t bother about it and get along fine.” The young 
lawyer answered that if he had to throw his religion overboard to 
make a success in law he would give up the profession and would 
make his living in some way in which he would not have to deny 
his God. Here was one instance where bad example was given 
but not taken. But God only knows how many others that have 
come in contact with this apostate lawyer have heeded that bad 
example. 

To avoid scandal we should refrain from doing things that are 
perfectly lawful, if for some reason or other they will likely be 
misunderstood. For instance, an invalid person has received per- 
mission to eat meat on fastdays. If others, not knowing that he 
has been dispensed, would take scandal by seeing him eat meat it 
is advisable for him not to eat the meat before them unless they 
can be informed that a dispensation has been obtained. 

Finally, there is another kind of taking scandal, the pharisaical 
way. If the keeping of a law of God will cause some to be 
shocked and scandalized we are still to keep that law, taking care 
not to offend God to please such people. All that remains for us 
to do is to make our position clear and obey God rather than man. 
Christ knew that by healing the sick on the Sabbath He would 
scandalize the Pharisees. This could not induce Him to omit His 
works of mercy. He simply explained the law of the Sabbath 
and left the Pharisees to say what they pleased. 

Now, since you understand what a great sin scandal is, it will be 
well for you to examine your conscience and see whether you have 
ever given or taken scandal. If you have given it, try by all 
means to right the wrong. If you have taken it in the past, avoid 
it in the future. Let the good example you see about you inspire 
and guide you to a better and holier life. 


INSTRUCTION FOR USE WITH THE STEREOPTICON 
THE HOLY SACRIFICE OF THE MASS* 


A sacrifice, in a religious sense, is a visible gift, offered to God, 
to glorify and to worship Him as the Supreme Lord. There are 
four essential elements in every sacrifice: 

1. A visible gift, for “every priest is ordained to offer gifts and 
sacrifice.” 

2. A priest, who sacrifices, and who is appointed to do this. 
“No one can take this dignity upon himself except the one who 
is called thereunto by God, as Aaron.” 

3. The offering of the gift to God alone, to honor and worship 
Him as the Supreme Lord. 

4. The sacrificial gift must in some manner be destroyed, or 
consumed, as a token of our complete dependence upon God, the 
Lord over Life and death. 

Have there been sacrifices at all times? Yes; there have been. 
Under the Old Law they were-strictly commanded by God Him- 
self. 
. I. CAIN AND ABEL 


All nations of the earth offer sacrifice. The sons of our first 
parents, Cain and Abel, offered a sacrifice to God—Cain sacrificed 
the fruits of his fields, Abel the firstlings of his flock. Noe sacri- 
ficed animals, so did Abraham; Melchisedech, the high priest, offered 
bread and wine. The heathens sacrifice animals to their imagined 
gods. In the time of the Patriarchs, they themselves were the sacri- 
ficial priests. In the time of Moses a special tribe (Levi) was set 
apart for sacrificial service, and it was definitely regulated what, 
how, when and by whom sacrifice should be offered. 

Why were the sacrifices of the Old Law abolished? Because 
they were only figures of the immaculate sacrifice of the New 
Law, and were, therefore, not to last longer than the Old Law 
itself. 

The sacrifice of the New Law is the Son of God Himself, Jesus 
Christ, who by His death on the Cross offered Himself to His 
heavenly Father for us. 


* Note.—The slides for use with this instruction, as also Stereopticon Ap- 
paratus, may be had from the publisher, Joseph F. Wagner, 9 Barclay Street, 
New York. 
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II. CRUCIFIXION 


As no creature could atone for the guilt of sin with which man 
was burdened, God sent His only begotten Son into the world, so 
that as God-man He could offer such sacrifice of atonement as 
alone could render complete satisfaction to divine justice. Jesus 
sacrificed Himself voluntarily: no one could have taken His life 
if He had not willed to offer it up. He ordered it as an immaculate 
sacrifice to God. Jesus is therefore at once the sacrifice and the 
officiating priest of the New Law, and the Cross was the altar upon 
which Jesus offered up His Blood for the salvation of mankind. 

The death of Jesus upon the Cross was a true sacrifice, for: 
1. Christ there offered Himself to His heavenly Father as a visible 
gift, to glorify Him and to render satisfaction to His justice for 
the sins of man. 2. Christ offered himself voluntarily: He is 
Himself the Priest who for this was sent by the Father into the 
world. 3. He offered His Body and His Blood to God as atone- 
ment for the sins of man. 4. The destruction of the gift of sacri- 
fice took place in the death of the Lord. In this sacrifice is con- 
tained in a most perfect manner everything that the sacrifice, and 
particularly the sacrifice of the Old Law, prefigured and indicated. 
It was the most perfect sacrifice of atonement. It was the most 
exalted sacrifice of praise, for no other sacrifice could so glorify 
God as the sacrifice of the Son of God. No other oblation could 
be as agreeable to God as thanksgiving, or mightier as a petition 
for us, than the sacrifice of His only begotten Son. As this sacri- 
fice unites in itself all others, and is of infinite value, it follows 
that it suffices for all times and for all men, and that no other 
sacrifice is necessary. 

Although the sacrifice of the Cross once accomplished was suf- 
ficient for all time, yet not the remembrance of a remote sacrifice 
only was to remain with men, but the sacrifice was to be ever present 
with them, and that which had been acquired for all men upon the 
Cross was, by a perpetual renewal of this sacrifice, to be applied 
also to each one. 

Was such a sacrifice promised to us by God? Yes, it was fore- 
told by the Prophet Malachias: “I have no pleasure in you (Jews), 
saith the Lord of Hosts, and I will not receive a gift of your hand; 
for from the rising of the sun even to the going down, my name 
is great among the Gentiles, and in every place there is sacrifice, 
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and there is offered in My name a clean oblation” (Mal. i, 10, 11). 
In this prophecy it is clearly expressed that: 

1. The Jewish sacrifice was to be abolished by God. 

2. In its place a new sacrifice was to be offered, which was to be 
offered up to God perpetually, among all nations, and in all places. 

This prophecy cannot apply to the bloody sacrifice of the Cross, 
which is not offered at all times and in all places, but was only 
offered once, upon Golgotha. This prophecy applies, however, per- 
fectly to the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. 

By whom was the Sacrifice of the Mass instituted? It was insti- 
tuted by Jesus Christ at the Last Supper. 


II, THE LAST SUPPER 


At the Last Supper Christ Himself celebrated the Holy Sacri- 
fice of the Mass for the first time, and gave to His Apostles the 
power and command to continue to celebrate it. Christ at the Last 
Supper offered up Himself to His heavenly Father under the ap- 
pearances of bread and wine. He said: “This is My Body, which 
shall be offered up for you. This is the chalice of My Blood, which 
shall be shed for you.” By the separated species Jesus here evid- 
ently represents His death, which certainly was a sacrifice. He 
offers Himself for us to His heavenly Father, to whom He looks 
up, whom He thanks, to whom also he offers Himself upon the 
Cross. We find in the Last Supper the chief parts of the Mass: 
Offertory, Consecration, Communion. Jesus instituted the Supper 
of the New Law as sacrifice and Sacrament for all time, by saying 
to His Apostles: “Do this in commemoration of me.” 


IV. CHAPEL AND ALTAR IN THE CATACOMBS 


Has Mass always been celebrated, from the time of the Apostles 
and their successors? Yes; for even among the first Christians it 
was said that: “They persevered in the community of the breaking 
of bread.” 

St. Paul the Apostle writes: “We (Christians) have an altar 
whereof they have no power to eat who serve the tabernacle, i. ¢., 
the Jews” (Heb. xiii, 10). If the Christians had an altar, they must 
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also have had a sacrifice. St. Paul said to the heathens: “You can 
not take part in the table of the Lord and in evil spirits.” (Because 
the heathens offered sacrifices to evil spirits.) 

The sacrifice of the Mass is the same sacrifice as that of the 
Cross; different only in the manner of offering. 

The difference is only in the manner in which the sacrifice is 
offered, not in the nature of the sacrifice. 

He who offers the sacrifice of the Mass and He who is offered 
are one and the same. The priest is Christ’s representative, and 
at the consecration he says the words: “This is my body, this is my 
blood.” Christ speaks and consecrates, not the priest, but Christ 
through him. The Victim is also the same. The Body and the 
Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ are offered up in the sacrifice of 
the Mass. 

On the Cross Christ offered Himself in a bloody manner, but 
in the Mass He offers Himself in an unbloody manner, to renew the 
sacrifice accomplished on the Cross, without suffering or dying. 
The glorified Body of the Lord is no longer capable of suffering 
or death. The bloody sacrifice was to take place only once. 

Which are the principal parts of the Mass? 

1. The Offertory; 2. The Consecration, and 3. The Communion. 
At the Offertory, the unconsecrated bread and the unconsecrated 
wine are offered up. The most important moment is the Consecra- 
tion, at which the bread and wine are changed into the true Body 
and Blood of Jesus Christ. At the Communion the priest receives 
the Sacred Body and Precious Blood of Christ. 

To whom do we offer the sacrifice of the Mass? We offer it 
to God alone. We commemorate the saints in it. We do not offer 
the sacrifice of the Mass to a saint, or a martyr, or an angel, but 
to God alone. He is the Supreme Lord of heaven and earth. From 
Him comes all help, and to Him alone is the sacrifice of the Mass 
offered. The sacrifice of the Mass is an act of adoration, and for 
this reason it can and must only be offered to God alone, who is 
the supreme Lord. It is not forbidden to celebrate the memory of 
the saints at Holy Mass, but we know that to the saints belongs 
veneration, and not adoration. 

We celebrate the memory of the saints at Mass by rendering 
thanks to God for the graces bestowed upon them in this life, and 
for the glory they now enjoy in heaven; and by imploring their 
intercession for us. 
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What are the ends for which we offer the Sacrifice of the Mass? 

We offer it to God: 1. As a sacrifice of praise for His honor 
and glory; 

2. As a sacrifice of thanksgiving for the graces and benefits re- 
ceived from Him; 

3. As a sacrifice of propitiation for the many offences given to 
Him; and 

4. As a sacrifice of petition, to obtain His assistance in the neces- 
sities of our soul and body. 


V. THE ALTAR 


To whom are the fruits of Holy Mass applied? To the 
whole Church, the living and the dead. There are general, special, 
and most special fruits of the Holy Mass. The general fruits are 
applied to the whole Church by virtue of the Communion, especially 
to those assisting at the Mass. Besides this general fruit there is 
also a special fruit. This is applied to those for whom in par- 
ticular the Mass is offered. The most special fruit goes to the 


celebrant of the Mass. The Masses for the dead are called Re- 
quiem Masses. 

At all times the Holy Mass has been offered for special inten- 
tions, just as it is to-day. In olden times the faithful brought with 
them bread and wine, of which a part was either consecrated or 
used for the sacrifice of the Mass, the rest was intended for the 
poor and also for the support of the priest, according to the words 
of the Apostle, “Those who serve the altar shall live by the altar.” 
Later the faithful brought in place of bread and wine a gift of 
money. Thus arose the custom of giving so-called stipends for 
Masses, which are by no means tendered as payment for the sac- 
rifice, but as a voluntary offering toward the support of priests. 

What is the proper time and place for celebrating Mass? Holy 
Mass is solemnized only before noon. 

Christ celebrated Mass in a room; and in the early period of 
Christianity Mass was celebrated in the houses of the faithful. 
During times of persecution the Holy Sacrifice was celebrated in 
underground caves and in the burial places of martyrs (catacombs). 
Afterward churches were erected, and in them the Holy Sacrifice 
was celebrated. 

The altar must be covered with three folds of linen. There 
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must also be a crucifix upon it, and at least two lighted candles 
during the celebration of the Mass. 


VI. VESTMENTS 


The vestments which the priest wears during Mass are the fol- 
lowing: 

1. The shoulder cloth (amice) represents the cloth with which 
the face of Christ was covered. 

2. The alb, the long white garment, is a reminder of that vesture 
which Herod caused to be put upon the Saviour, and it is a symbol 
of purity. 

3. The girdle reminds us of the rope with which Jesus was bound 
for the scourging, and by it the Church urges us to bridle our evil 
desires. 

4. The maniple served formerly as a cloth with which to dry 
tears. It reminds us of the handkerchief used by Jesus, also of 
the bands with which His hands were tied, and it calls upon us to 
undertake cheerfully all hardships and cares. 

5. The stole, the mark of priestly authority, is a reminder that 
God through Christ has given us back the robe of honor of His 
grace, and it symbolizes the rope which was tied around the neck of 
Christ with which He was dragged from place to place. 

6. The chasuble (formerly a long mantle) reminds us of the 
purple robe which was put on Jesus to mock Him, and signifies that 
sweet yoke, the Cross of Christ. It typifies in its two parts the com- 
mandment of the love of God and our neighbor. 

The different colors of the priest’s vestments have also their 
meaning : 

1. White signifies innocence and spiritual joy, and is worn upon 
festivals in honor of Our Lord, the Blessed Virgin, the angels, con- 
fessors and virgins. 

2. Red, symbol of the love of God, is worn on the feasts of 
Pentecost, the finding and exaltation of the Cross, and of martyrs. 

3. Green, symbol of eternal hope, is worn from Pentecost until 
Advent. 

4. Violet, or purple, token of humility and penance, is used in 
Advent and Lent. 

5. Black, color of death, is used on Good Friday and in Masses 
for the dead. 
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The altar stone signifies Mount Calvary; the altar cloths, the 
burial clothes of Jesus; the steps before the altar, the Mount of 
Olives and the way to Calvary; the Missal signifies the book of 
debt cancelled by the sacrifice of Jesus; the two cruets betoken the 
sponge filled with gall and vinegar given to Jesus upon the Cross. 


VII. SACRED VESSELS 


The sacred vessels and linens of which the priest makes use at 
Mass are: 

(a) The chalice, the upper part of which (the cup) signifies the 
tomb of Christ. It must be made either of solid gold, or of silver 
with a substantial gold surface. 

(b) The paten, a small plate, upon which the Host lies; this, 
with the cover of the chalice (pall), represents the grave stone. 

(c) The purificator signifies the handkerchief. 

(d) The corporal, the grave clothes. 

(e) The chalice cloth, the mantle of Jesus. 

Why is the Mass said in Latin? 

The Latin and Greek languages were the languages universally 
used at the institution of Christianity. Now a dead language, the 
Latin tongue does not change with the times, like other languages. 
It was at all times the language of the Church. The Christian 
people, although not understanding the Church’s language, unite 
themselves in spirit with the officiating priest. 


VIII. ILLUSTRATED SONG SLIDE: JESUS, MY LORD, 
MY GOD 


Before we proceed to consider the actions of Holy Mass, let us 
join in a hymn of praise to the sublime Sacrament of the Altar 
{ 


IX. THE PRIEST GOES TO THE ALTAR 


The procession of priest and attendants from the sacristy to the 
altar represents Christ going to Mount Olivet. 


X. PREPARATION AT FOOT OF THE ALTAR 


The priest, about to celebrate the divine mysteries and awed by 
the majesty of God and the sublimity of the act to be performed, 
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stands at the foot of the altar and there, by humble prayer and 
the confession of sin, in union with the people whom the server 
represents, prepares himself to ascend the altar of God. This 
action reminds us of the prayer and agony of Christ in the garden. 


XI. KYRIE ELEISON, AND GLORIA 


When the priest ascends the altar and kisses it we are reminded 
of Christ’s betrayal with a kiss. When the Kyrie eleison and Gloria 
are recited, the priest stands in the middle of the altar, and we are 
reminded of Jesus before Caiphas and of the threefold denial by 
Peter. In the Kyrie eleison we implore the assistance of Christ, 
our Redeemer and God. The Greek words Kyrie eleison mean: 
Lord, have mercy on us. The Gloria is an exultation of praise in 
commemoration of the Nativity of Our Lord, which event was 
greeted by the angels in the same words. 


XII. DOMINUS VOBISCUM AFTER THE KYRIE 


The priest now kisses the altar and turns toward the people 
whom he greets with the words: Dominus vobiscum, meaning: The 
Lord be with you. We are reminded by this action of the glance 
Our Lord gave to Peter. The prayers now following are called 
the Collects; they contain the sum and substance of the favors 
asked by the priest for himself and for the people. 


XIII. THE EPISTLE 


Then follows the Epistle, taken from Holy Scripture, and 
usually from one of the Epistles of the Apostles. When the priest 
reads the Epistle we are reminded of the court room of Pilate. 


XIV. GOSPEL AND CREED 


While the Epistle is taken from the writings of the Apostles 
or prophets, the Gospel is the word of Christ Himself. The Gospel 
and Credo recall Christ confessing Himself before the tribunals 
as the Son of God, and declaring that His Kingdom is not of 
this world. 





592 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY 


XV. DOMINUS VOBISCUM AFTER THE CREED 


After the Creed the holy action of the Offertory begins with 
another salutation of priest to people in the words Dominus vobis- 
cum. Thereupon the priest unveils the chalice, recalling by this 
action Christ stripped of His garments and scourged. 


XVI, OFFERTORY 


The priest, lifting up with his hands the bread or host prepared 
for the sacrifice, offers it to the Eternal Father for the Universal 
Church, for the living and the dead, and places it on the altar, 
making the sign of the Cross as though the victim already reposed 


on the Cross. In the same manner, he offers the chalice into which 
he pours wine, mixing it with a little water. Our Lord also offered 


wine mixed with water. 

When the priest offers this sacrifice instituted by Christ through 
the oblation of bread and wine, he as it were exhibits to the eyes 
of the Eternal Father Jesus Christ Himself, the Divine Victim 
soon to descend in reality upon the altar. He shows the faithful, 
too, the mystical body of Christ represented by the bread and wine. 

Having made the offering, the priest invokes the Holy Spirit 
to send down from heaven the sanctifying fire of charity and grace, 
a fire without which our sacrifices can never be acceptable to the 
Divine Majesty. 

The chalice, after the oblation, is covered with the pall. This 
act represents Christ crowned with thorns. The washing of the 
hands reminds us of Pilate, who washed his hands; the Jews there- 
upon exclaiming: “Let His blood be upon us.” 


XVII, ORATE FRATRES 


Now the priest turns to the congregation and exhorts the people, 
just before the divine action is consummated, to pray with him 
that his sacrifice and theirs may be acceptable to God the Father 
Almighty. 

The Orate fratres recalls Christ shown to the people by Pilate, 
who said Ecce Homo, Behold the man. 
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XVIII. THE SANCTUS 


When the Preface, Sanctus, and Hosanna are recited we are re- 
minded that the same Jews who, only a few days before, hailed 
Christ with Hosannas, now clamor for His death. 

The Preface is a solemn canticle by which the hearts and minds 
of those present are lifted up to the contemplation of heavenly 
things and to the giving of thanks and praise to God. To do this 
in a more worthy manner, the faithful are invited to join their 
voices with the angels, the archangels and the whole heavenly choir, 
who honor the majesty of God and repeat for ever: “Holy, holy, 
holy, Lord God of Hosts! The heavens and earth are full of Thy 
glory. Hosanna in the highest.” 


XIX. MEMENTO OF THE LIVING 


After the Sanctus there begins the Canon, the most sacred part 
of the Mass. The Canon, meaning the rule, is so called because 
the words it contains are fixed and unchangeable. It is the real 
action of sacrifice. The priest here makes a special remembrance 
of those in this life whom he judges should be commended specially 
to God for an abundant participation in the fruits of the sacrifice. 
It is called the Memento of the living. This action reminds us of 
our Lord carrying the Cross up to Calvary for all mankind. 


XX. HANC IGITUR 


The priest then recites the prayer “Hanc Igitur,” beseeching the 
Lord to graciously accept this oblation from all the children of His 
household. When the priest extends his hands over the oblation, we 
are reminded of Christ stretched on, and nailed to, the Cross. 


XXI. ELEVATION OF THE HOST 


Now has arrived the sublime moment of consecration, when the 
heavens are opened and the Son of God Himself, in company with 
His angels, descends upon the altar. The priest taking the bread 
into his hands, with eyes uplifted to heaven, blesses it; then, lean- 
ing with his elbows on the edge of the altar, he pronounces the 
words of consecration and, making a profound genuflection, adores 
Christ entering into the world, as the angels of God adored Him, 
as the Magi falling down adored Him, as the Apostles in Galilee 
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adored Him risen from the dead. Rising up from his bended knees, 
he elevates the consecrated Host for the adoration of the faithful. 
In the same manner, he consecrates the chalice and elevates it, as 
he did the host, for the adoration of the people. 

The priest speaks, and acts in the consecration, not in his own 
name, nor in the name of the Church, nor even in the name of 
Christ, but he acts as Christ Himself, as though he were trans- 
formed into Christ. Therefore, he leans on the edge of the altar, 
thereby signifying his union with Christ. Whatever Christ did at 
the Last Supper, the priest does also. Nor does he say, This is 
the body of Christ; but, This is my body; this is my blood; Christ, 
as it were, speaking by his mouth. By these words Transubstan- 
tiation is wrought; there is no longer bread and wine, but the Body 
and Blood of Christ; there is no longer the matter of the sacrifice, 
which was offered a little before, but the true Victim of Calvary 
veiled under other species. The Host is separated from the chalice 
because the death of the Lord is represented, in which His Blood 
was spilt, and separated from the Body. Here He lies, surrounded 
and adored by angels, the Victim of Calvary, the Lamb that was 
slain, showing His wounds and blood to the Heavenly Father. 

The elevation of the Sacred Host and chalice tells of Christ 
raised upon the Cross, and pouring out His Blood from open 
wounds. 

After the consecration some prayers follow, including a Memento 
of the dead. 


XXII. THE PATER NOSTER 


Then the priest prays the Our Father in Latin: The Pater noster. 

Here the communion is considered to begin. The Lord’s Prayer 
is a preparation. Communion is not only the complement of the 
sacrifice, but also a banquet at which the children of God feast with 
their most loving Father, wherefore, they now greet Him and 
excite in their souls filial affection and express them, saying, Our 
Father .... give us this day our daily bread..... 

The Pater noster, with its seven petitions, recalls the seven last 
words spoken by Christ on the Cross. 

The breaking of the Host and dropping the particle in the chalice 
recall the death of Christ and the descent of His blessed spirit 
into hell. 
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XXIII. DOMINE NON SUM DIGNUS 


The priest, in order that he may receive the desired and wished 
for peace, implores the Divine Victim, the Lamb of God who taketh 
away the sins of the world. During the recital of the Agnus Dei, 
the priest strikes his breast three times in sign of compunction, by 
which it is most truly indicated that in our breast, in our heart, in 
ous sins, is found the sole impediment of peace, which must be 
removed by the Blood of the Lamb. 

The Agnus Dei, accompanied by the striking of the breast, rep- 
resents the conversion of those present at the death of Christ. 

With contrite heart but at the same time with confidence in the 
invocation of the name of the Lord, the priest takes the Sacred Host 
and strikes his breast, repeating the words of the centurion, Lord, 
I am not worthy. 


XXIV. COMMUNION 


Thereupon the priest, after the manner of the Apostles at the 
Last Supper, eats the celestial bread of the Blood of the Lord, and 
drinks the chalice of His Blood unto the nourishment of eternal life. 

The communion represents the taking down of the Body of 
Christ from the Cross and its burial. 

The communion finished, the priest purifies the chalice and 
cleanses the sacred vessels, beseeching at the same time the Lord 
Jesus that He would likewise wash and purify in the same way 
the consecrated vessel of his heart and the living tabernacle of his 
soul. 


XXV. POST COMMUNION 


The post communion is an act of thanksgiving, justly due for 
so great a benefit of God, and it is likewise a petition for the fruits 
of the sacrifice. 

When the priest turns toward the people and salutes them, we re- 
call the risen Lord appearing to and wishing the disciples His holy 
peace. The post-communion prayers and closing of the book, tell 
of Christ teaching His disciples, during the space of forty days, 
and then ascending into heaven. 
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XXVI. BENEDICTION 


The priest now announces to the people the end of the sacrifice, 
and dismisses the faithful with a blessing. 

At the Blessing, we recall the descent of the Holy Ghost upon 
the disciples. : 

At the Last Gospel, we are reminded of Christ crowned with glory 
in heaven and there ruling the Church, which is to teach all nations 
until the end of time. 

Finally the Gospel of St. John is added because through a par- 
ticular reverence and devotion, from the earliest days, the faithful 
desired to hear this lesson, and, also, because it contains a summary 
of all the benefits which we receive through the sacrifice of Christ. 

In conclusion of our contemplation it must be clear to us that 
no words can exaggerate the majesty of the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass. St. Francis of Sales calls it the Sun of spiritual exercises. 
The world would be dark without the sun, but that darkness would 
be little compared to the darkness of the Church without Mass. 
Since it is the very holiest and highest act of worship, we ought 
to assist at it with intense reverence and devotion. We ought to 
be very careful never to hear Mass negligently, but try to gain from 
it all the fruit that we can, and give to God by it all the glory that 
we can. 

It is most important to hear Mass not only with a definite in- 
tention, but also with a definite idea in the mind. Unless we do 
this, it seems to me that we fritter away and waste much of our 
time and much of our devotion. Our prayers are wanting in concen- 
tration and intenseness, and consequently in depth and height also. 
We want unity and simplicity. How is it that persons can be care- 
less and disrespectful and distracted at Mass, when the angels of 
God are bowed down before the majesty of the great sacrifice 
offered on the altar, veiling their face with their wings in the midst 
of the unapproachable brightness? We are cold and careless, while 
the loving Seraphim are throbbing like seas of fire with adoration. 
We choose to be blind and ignorant, while the wise Cherubim are 
prostrate before the altar with wonder and love. We think of our- 
selves and our plans, or of persons round us, whilst the strong 
Thrones are swaying like reeds in the breath of that fiery majesty 
which girdles the altar during the time of the tremendous mys- 
teries. 
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The Mass is given to us on purpose to be our help and strength 
in the trials of life. No sorrow ever reaches the human heart 
which cannot find its remedy in Holy Mass. This is truth; and 
therefore, instead of staying away, we should fly to the Mass 
as soon as we find ourselves in misfortune. 

Remember that Jesus Christ is there for you; the priest is your 
representative. He lifts his hands in the Church’s name for all 
those who are assisting at this Mass. You may take Him and offer 
Him for anything you like—whether to pay the infinite adoration 
God’s Majesty claims; to thank Him for some favor received; to 
make reparation for some fault of your own, or atonement for 
the sins of the world; or finally to obtain some wished-for grace 
for yourself, or for others, or for all. Occupied with what you 
want, and with what you have in hand, your heart will be full; and 
without thinking of it, devotion will grow. 

Reflect, too, upon Our Lord’s desire to be remembered. It was 
for this He bade His priests to offer up continually the Holy Sac- 
rifice. You please Him by watching for the moment of His appear- 
ing on the altar, and by remembering that He is there for you. 
So truly does He give Himself up to you in the Mass that it is 
now not you, but He—He, Jesus Christ Himself, now yours— 
by Whom, with Whom, in Whom, you adore and thank and make 
atonement and pray. What wonder if all things else are given 
to you together with Him!— 


XXVII, ILLUSTRATED SONG SLIDE: HOLY GOD, WE 
PRAISE THY NAME 
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ANALECTA 





NEW DECREES AND DECISIONS OF THE HOLY | 
FATHER AND THE ROMAN CONGREGATIONS 


From the Holy Father 
The sodality of Our Lady of Solace is made an arch- 
confraternity. 
From the Holy Office 
An indulgence of seven years and seven quarantines is 
granted to all who make a Novena of nine successive days, 
or of nine successive Tuesdays, in honor of St. Ann. A 
plenary indulgence can be gained under the usual condi- 
tions by making either of these Novenas. 
From the Congregation of the Consistory 
A decree absolutely forbidding all projections and cine- 
matograph representations in churches, however decent 
and pious these representations may be. 
The Congregation of the Sacraments 
Has decided that Bishops may permit Holy Mass to 
be read in private houses when a just cause exists and 
the proper surroundings safeguarding the reverence due 
to the Blessed Sacrament are assured. 
That Bishops can permit babies to be baptized at home 
for a just cause, even when the case is not an urgent one. 
That Bishops can likewise permit Holy Communion to 
be brought to the homes of those who wish to receive out 
of devotion and who are prevented from going to the 
church by reason of poor health. 
The Congregation of the Council 
Decides that since the decree on Daily Communion has 
become effective, Holy Communion may be administered 
on Easter Sunday in non-parochial churches, especially 
in churches under control of religious. 
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CASUS CONSCIENTIAE 


A CRIMINAL CONDEMNED TO DEATH BIDDEN TO 
EXECUTE HIMSELF 


A noted criminal in the West was convicted of murder in the 
first degree and has been sentenced to death. In sentencing him 
the Court gave the doomed man the alternative of dying by his 
own hand on a fixed day, the method to be selected by the criminal 
himself. 

Now I ask, is this not suicide? If so, is it not forbidden by the 
law of the country and the law of God? 

It is never lawful directly and intentionally to take one’s own 
life. To do so would be a grave violation of the law of charity 
which obliges one to love his body and soul in the proper way and 
to the proper degree. It would likewise be a serious infraction of 
the virtue of justice, for by self-destruction we are depriving God 
of what is His, and the State of what belongs to it, viz., the lives 
of its citizens. Beyond doubt the State acts properly in putting 
to death criminals who have been duly condemned according to 
the just laws of the land. But does this involve a right on the 
part of a Judge to order a criminal so condemned to put himself 
to death? We know that this has been a long-standing practice 
among Eastern nations. Such a practice cannot be justified in 
conscience. Hence we find theologians very decided in declaring 
that a criminal ordered by the State to put an end to his own life 
is not bound to obey such a command. They consider that obedi- 
ence in the given case would constitute grave disobedience to the 
divine law as expressed in the precept “thou shalt not kill.” More- 
over, in such an action the dictates of the natural law would be 
set at naught, for nature abhors self-destruction as something in- 
human and cruel, even when brought about at the command of 
lawful civil authority; such authority does not extend to the act 
of self-destruction. 

As to the main question involved in the case, viz., whether 
a justly condemned criminal can with a safe conscience take 
advantage of the opportunity offered by the State and choose 
death at its own hands in a manner less painful, less dis- 
honorable, and therefore less revolting to human nature, theo- 
logians are not agreed. The common opinion seems to be that a 
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criminal is not at liberty to effect his own death, moved by rea- 
sons given above, for he is directly effecting something that is in- 
trinsically evil and that at the same time is abhorrent to nature, a 
something, therefore, never to be countenanced. If, they say, a 
man is never justified in executing capital punishment upon his 
father or his children by reason of the demands of the law of 
charity, so likewise is he forbidden by the same law and with 
greater stringency to execute himself at the behest or sufferance 
of the State. (Lessius, St. Thomas, Bus. Suar. Soto et alii apud 
St. Alphonsum de precepto V, No. 369.) 

Other theologians assert that one justly condemned can with 
the permission of the State execute himself without breaking the 
law of God or doing violence to the love due himself. (Genicot, 
Vasquez, Bon, Elbel et alii.) “If, it is argued, a criminal can 
open his mouth and swallow the poison given him by his execu- 
tioner, why cannot he take it from his own hands? What differ- 
ence does it make whether he or someone else pours out the poison, 
as long as no further delay is vouchsafed? Just this difference, 
that there is less horror in taking the fatal draught from his own 
hands.” (Franc, Victoria.) Again, if the judge can justly commit 
the execution of the sentence to a stranger, he can certainly com- 
mit it to the criminal himself. In executing himself he is not 
taking the life of an innocent man, nor acting by his own author- 
ity (Vide. Less. lib 2, I9, nn. 25, 26), nor without sanction of 
the law. Hence he is not disposing unjustly of what belongs to 
God and to the State, and is exercising the virtue of charity 
towards himself by choosing an easier death in preference to a 
more cruel one; at least one less revolting to his own sensibilities. 
It is evident, then, that the man whose life is forfeit to the State 
can follow either of the opinions given above with a safe conscience. 





